
 
May 21, 2015 

 

To:  Workers’ compensation insurers, self-insured employers, and attorneys 

 

Subject: Senate Bill 371 

 Beneficiaries’ right to request reconsideration of claim closure 

 Payment of interpreter services for worker’s deposition at reconsideration 

 

INDUSTRY NOTICE 

 

Effective May 21, 2015, the law that applies to reconsideration of claim closure has been revised to provide a 

worker’s beneficiaries the right to request reconsideration of a Notice of Closure, and to require the insurer or 

self-insured employer to pay for interpreter services for a worker’s deposition at reconsideration.  

 

Gov. Kate Brown signed Senate Bill 371 on May 21, 2015, and the new requirements apply to Notices of 

Closure issued on or after that date. 

 

Senate Bill 371 makes the following changes to ORS 656.268 and 656.218:  

 If the worker is deceased at the time the claim is closed, the insurer or self-insured employer must mail 
the worker’s copy of the Notice of Closure, addressed to the estate of the worker, to the worker’s last 

known address and may mail copies of the notice to any known or potential beneficiaries to the workers’ 

estate. 

 The Notice of Closure must include the beneficiaries’ appeal rights.  

 A beneficiary who was mailed a copy of the Notice of Closure has 60 days to request reconsideration of 
the notice. 

 A beneficiary who was not mailed a copy of the Notice of Closure has one year to request 

reconsideration. 

 The cost of interpreter services, if necessary, for a worker’s deposition at reconsideration must be paid 
by the insurer or self-insured employer. 

 If the worker filed a request for reconsideration and died before disposition of the request, or died before 
filing a request, then the worker’s beneficiaries may pursue the matter to final determination. 

 

These changes apply to all notices of closure issued on or after May 21, 2015. 

 

The Workers’ Compensation Division has adopted temporary rules to implement these changes, and has revised 

the Notice of Closure forms to include beneficiaries’ appeal rights as required by Senate Bill 371. 

 To access the temporary rules, go to the division’s rules page and scroll down to chapter 436, division 

030, “Claim Closure and Reconsideration”: http://www.cbs.state.or.us/wcd/policy/rules/rules.html  

 The revised Notice of Closure forms and revised Bulletin 139, “Claim closure,” are available on the 
division’s bulletins page. Scroll down to Bulletin 139: 

http://www.cbs.state.or.us/wcd/policy/bulletins/ab_index.html  

http://www.cbs.state.or.us/wcd/policy/rules/rules.html
http://www.cbs.state.or.us/wcd/policy/bulletins/ab_index.html
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______________________________ 

 

 

 

A beneficiary wanting to request reconsideration of a Notice of Closure under Senate Bill 371 may use the 

Worker Request for Reconsideration form (2223a), available on the division’s forms page: 

http://www.cbs.state.or.us/wcd/policy/bulletins/formsbyno.html. The request must include information required 

by OAR 436-030-0125.  

 

Enrolled Senate Bill 371 can be accessed on the Oregon Legislature’s website: 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB371/Enrolled  

 

Questions about the reconsideration process and the new requirements can be directed to the Resolution Section 

at 503-947-7816.  
 
 

 
_______________________ 

John Shilts, Administrator 

Workers’ Compensation Division 

 
Distribution:  GovDelivery (insurers, self-insured employers, and attorneys) 
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