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ORDER NO. 16-055
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

OREGON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
CHAPTER 436, DIVISION 060

436-060-0001 Authority for Rules [Repeal]

3 M 9 M b M 2 M 2

Statutory authority: ORS 656.210(2), 656.262(11), 656.264, 656.265(6), 656.325, 656.331, 656.704, and 656.726(4)
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.210(2), 656.262(11), 656.264, 656.265(6), 656.325, 656.331, 656.704, and 656.726(4)
Hist: Amended 11/30/01 as WCD Admin. Order 01-061, eff. 1/1/02

Repealed 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wecd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0002 Purpose_ |[Repeal — See rule 0003]

Statutory authority: ORS 656.262(11), 656.447, 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656.745
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262(11), 656.447, 656.704, 656.726(4), and ORS 656.745
Hist: Amended 12/5/05 as WCD Admin. Order 05-077, eff. 1/1/06

Repealed 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17
See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0003 Purpose and Applicability of these Rules

(1) Purpose.
The purpose of these rules is to prescribe uniform standards by which insurers process
workers’ compensation claims under ORS chapter 656.

436-060-0001 Page 1 436-060-0003
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2)-The rules are subject to the applicability eftheserules-issubjeet-toprovisions under ORS
656.202.

(33) Director’s discretion.

The director may waive procedural rules as justice requires, unless otherwise obligated by
Statute.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.210, 656.212, 656.230, 656.262, 656.264, 656.265, 656.268, 656.273, 656.277, 656.307, 656.325,
656.331, 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS-656-704-and-656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0005  Definitions
For the purpose of these rules unless the context requires otherwise:

(1) “Aggravation” means an actual worsening of the compensable condition{s} after the last

award or arrangement of compensation ;-that-is-established-by-medical-evidencesupperted-by
objeective-findings;and-otherwise satisfies the statutory-requirements of ORS 656.273.

(2) “Authorized nurse practitioner” means a nurse practitioner authorized to provide
compensable medical services under ORS 656.245 and OAR 436-010.

(3) “Designated pPaying Aagent” means the insurer temporarily ordered responsible to pay
compensation for a compensable injury under ORS 656.307.

(4) “Director” means the Director of the Department of Consumer and Business Services or
the director’s designee, unless the context requires otherwise.

(5) “Disposition” or “claim disposition” means the written -agreement to release rights or
obligations under ORS 656.236.

(6) “Division” means the Workers” Compensation Division of the Department of Consumer
and Business Services.

(7) “Employer” means a subject employer under ORS 656.023.

436-060-0005 Page 2 436-060-0005
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(8) “Hearings Division” means the Hearings Division of the Workers’ Compensation Board.

(389) “Inpatient” means aninjured worker who is admitted to a hospital before and extending
past midnight for treatment and lodging.

(3H10) “Insurer” means the State Accident Insurance Fund Corporation; an insurer
authorized under ORS Chapter-chapter 731 to transact workers’ compensation insurance in
Oregon; or; an employer or employer group certified under ORS 656.430 that it meets the
qualifications of a self-insured employer under ORS 656.407.

[13 2

award-in-one-payment:(11) “Mailed” or “mailing date,” unless otherwise specified

(a) The date a document is postmarked:

, means:

(b) The date automatically produced by electronic transmission (e.g.. email or facsimile):

(c) The date a hand-delivered document is stamped or punched in by the recipient; or

(d) The date of a phone, or in-person request, when allowed under these rules.

(3312) “Physical rehabilitation program” means any services provided to a_n-injfared-worker
to prevent the compensable injury from causing continuing disability.

(13) “Regularly employed worker” means any worker who receives a regular wage as
defined in section (16) of this rule. For workers who are paid a daily wage, “regularly
employed” means actual employment or availability for such employment.

(14) “Service company” means the contracted agent for an insurer authorized to process
claims and make payment of compensation on behalf of the insurer.

(15) “Suspension of compensation” means:

(a) No temporary disability, permanent total disability, or medical and related service
benefits will-accrue or be-are payable during the period of suspension; and

(b) Vocational assistance and payment of permanent partial disability benefits will be
stayedstop during the period of suspension.

(16) “Wage” is as defined in ORS 656.005(29). As used in these rules:

(a) “Irregular wage” means a money rate paid at variable rate, or is paid on unscheduled
or unpredictable intervals, including but not limited to workers who are seasonally
emplovyed, on call, paid hourly, or are paid by piece rate: and

(b) “Regular wage” means a money rate which is paid at a constant rate at uniform
intervals including, but not limited to, wages paid on a daily or weekly basis. Hourly
wages may be considered regular if the same number of hours are worked each pay

period.

436-060-0005 Page 3 436-060-0005
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(17) “Wage earning agreement” means the verbal or written contract of hiring or terms of
employment made between the worker and employer.

(3618) “Written” and-its-variations-means that-whiehis-expressed in writing, including
electronic transmission.

Statutory authority: ORS-656-704-and-656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS-656-704-and-656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0006 Administration of Rules [Repeal]

Statutory authority: ORS 656.704 and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.704 and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/2/02 as WCD Admin. Order 02-059, eff. 11/1/02

Repealed 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0008 Administrative Review and Contested Cases

(1)_Request for hearing on an action concerning a worker’s right to compensation.

Any party-as-defined-by-ORS-656-005, neludingoran assigned claims agent-as-a-designated
proeessing-agent-under ORS-656-054, aggrieved-bythat disagrees with an action taken under
these rules #-whiehthat concerns a worker’s right to compensation, or the amount of
compensation duethereefis-direethyinissae, may request a hearing by the Hearings Division
eilth&Wefkefs—Gem-peﬁs&He&Beafd—Hkaeeefd&ﬂeHchunder ORS chapter 656 and OAR

chapter 438.-th
Weiakefs’—Gempens&tieﬂ—I:aw

| | . : ded in ORS ] 56

(2) Contested-case-hRequest for hearings on proposedf sSanctions and-or c€Civil
pPenalties.:

Any party-as-deseribed-nrseetion{1), or assigned claims agent, aggrieved-that disagrees

withby a proposed order or proposed assessment of civil penalty of the director issued under
ORS 656.254,- 656.260, 656.735, 656.740, 656.745 or 656.750 may request a hearing by the
Hearings Division. To request a hearing the party, or assigned claims agent, must:

(a) Mail or deliver a written request for hearing to the Workers’ Compensation Division
w1th1n 60 davs of the malhng date of the proposed order or assessment and—the—Hea*mgs

sSpemﬁv, in the request es the —gfeﬂnds—reasons &pen—threh— hy the —persea—requestmg

the-hearingparty, or assigned claims agent, eentests-disagrees with the proposed order or
assessment.-

436-060-0006 Page 4 436-060-0008
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Administrative review of a matter other than a matter concerning a claim.

Any party, or assigned claims agent, that disagrees with an action taken under these rules,
except as described in section (1) of this rule, may request the director to conduct an
administrative review of the action.

(a) To request administrative review, the party must:

(A) Mail or deliver a written request for review to the Workers’ Compensation
Division within 90 days of the contested action; and

(B) Specity, in the request, the reasons why the party disagrees with the proposed
order or assessment.

(b) Requests mailed more than 90 days after the contested action may be considered if the
director determines there was good cause for delay. or that substantial injustice may
otherwise result.

(43) Request for hearing on a matter other than a matter concerning a claim.Hearings
bef Imini velaw_iudoes

Under ORS-656-7042)-aAny party, or an assigned claims agent, that disagrees with an
action or order of the director under these rules, other than as described in sections (1) and
(2)_of this rule, may request a hearing by filing a request for hearing as provided in OAR
436-001-0019 within 30 days of the mailing date of the order or notice of action. OAR 436-
001 applies to the hearing.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656.745

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.25445, 656.260, 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656.740(1)
Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .
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436-060-0009 Access to Department of Consumer and Business Services Workers’
Compensation Claim File Records

(1) General.

Under ORS 192.430 and OAR 440-005-0015(1) the director, as custodian of public records,
premulgates-adopts this rule to protect the integrity of claim file records and prevent
interference with the regular discharge of the department’s duties.

(2) Access to public records.

The department rules on Access of Public Records, Fees for Record Search and Copies of
Public Records are found in OAR 440-005, accessible at:
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_440/440_005.html.

detenm—nes—etheﬂv%( a) The d1rector w111 prov1de the ﬁrst copy of any document to a
Woetkers-worker, worker’s attorney, and-insurers of record, or theiitsthe insurer’s legal

representatives and service companies shall-recetve-afirstcopy-ofany-document
freewithout charge.

(b) Additional copies shall-will be provided at the rates set forth in OAR 440-005.
Payment of fees for access to records must be made in advance unless the director
determines otherwise.

(3)Inspection of nonexempt public records.

Any person has a right to inspect_and obtain copies of nonexempt public records. The

statutory right to “inspect” encompasses a right to examine original records. It does not
1nclude a rlght to request bhnd searches for records not known to exist. flihedrreeter—wqﬁ

(4) Inspection of exempt records.

Under ORS192-502(20)0wWorkers’ compensation claims records are exempt from public
disclosure. Access to workers’ compensation claims records will be granted at the sole

discretion of the director in accordance with this rule, under the following circumstances:

(a) When necessary for insurers, seH-nsured-employers-and-service companies, and their

legal representatrves for the sole purpose of processrng workers compensatlon claims-;

(b) When necessary for the director, other governmental agencies of this state or the
United States to carry out their duties, functions or powers;-

(c) When the disclosure is made in such a manner that the disclosed information cannot
be used to 1dent1fy any worker who is the subJ ect of a clalm or Sﬁeh—e}re&mst&nees

436-060-0009 Page 6 436-060-0009


http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_440/440_005.html

ORDER NO. 16-055
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

(d) When a worker or the worker’s representative-attorney requests review of the
worker’s” claim record.

(5)_Release of records to other persons.

The director may release workers’ compensation claims records to persons other than those
described in section (4) of this rule when the director determines such release is in the public
interest and -

ta)Forthe purpese-oftheserules;-a“public-interest™exists-when-the conditions -set-ferth-in
ORS 192.502(20) and subsections (4)(ac) thrergh(d)-of this rule have been met, —including

when workers’ compensation claims file information is required by a public or private
research organization in order to contact injured workers in order to conduct its research.

(a) The determination whether the request to release workers’ compensation claims
records meets those conditions shall-isbe at the sole discretion of the director.

(b) The director may enter into written agreements as necessary to ensure that the
recipient of workers’ compensation claims records under this section uses or provides the
information to others only in accordance with these rules and the agreement with the
director, and to ensure the confidentiality of the disclosed records. The director may
terminate such agreements at any time the director determines that one or more of the
conditions of the agreement have been violated.

(6) Revocation of access to exempt records.

The director may deny or revoke access to workers’ compensation claims records at any time
the director determines such access is no longer in the public interest or is being used in a
manner whieh-that violates these rules or any law of the State of Oregon or the United States.

(7)Requests for records.

A Regquests-request to inspect or obtain copies of workers’ compensation claim records st
may be made in writing,-er in person, or by phone.

(a) and-Written requests must include:

(aA) The name, address.-and telephone number, and email address of the requester;

(bB) The reason for requesting the records;
(eC) A speeifie-identifieationsufficiently detailed description of the publie-record¢s)
regquired-requested;
ihe & o which ] ired:
(dD) The -format and number of copies reguiredrequested; and

(eE) The account number of the requester, when applicable.

(b) In addition to the information required in subsection (a), a request made by telephone
or facsimile transmission must include:

436-060-0009 Page 7 436-060-0009
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(A) The worker’s Social Security number:; and

(B) The insurer claim number.

(c)

8)-Except as prescribed in subsections (4)(a) through (d) of this rule, a request to inspect
or obtain copies of a worker’s claim record must be accompanied by persen-must-submit
Med%s&e&an attorney retarner agreement or release s1gned by the elaimant-workerin

(A) The director may refuse to honor any release that-the director determines is likely
to result in disclosed records being used in a manner contrary to these rules.

(B) Upon request, the director will review proposed release forms to determine
whether the proposed release is consistent with the law and this rule.

(8) Retention of records.

The director will retain or destroy records according to retention schedules published by the
Secretary of State, Archives Division.

Statutory authority: ORS 192.430. ORS 192.502, 656-704-and 656.726(4)
Statutes implemented: ORS 192.430 and ORS 192.502 .

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0010_.  Reporting RequirementsEmployer Responsibilities

(1)_General.

A subject employer must accept notice of a claim for workers’ compensation benefits from
an-njuared- worker or the worker’s representativeattorney under ORS 656.265.

(_)_fllheemp{eyer—mﬁst—pfewdea—eepyef—theForm 801, “Report of Job Injury or Illness,”

: must be readily available
for workers to report their injuries. The emplover must provide Form 801 to the worker:

(A) Immediately upon request by the worker or worker’s attorney under ORS
656.265(6); and

(B) Upon receiving notice or knowledge of an accident that may involve a

compensable injury under ORS 656.262(3)(a).-Properuse-of thisformsatisfies ORS
e

(2b)-A-Form 827, “Worker’s and Health Care Provider’s Report for Workers’
Compensation Claims,” Eerm-827;-signed by the worker, is written notice of an accident;
that may involve a compensable injury under ORS 656.265. The signed Form 827 will
shall-start the claim process, but shall-does not relieve the worker or employer of the
responsibility of filing-a Form 801.

(¢) The employer must provide Form 3283, “A Guide for Workers Recently Hurt on the
Job.” to the worker at the time a worker files a claim for workers’ compensation benefits.
Form 3283 may be printed on the back of Form 801.

436-060-0010 Page 8 436-060-0010
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(d) If a worker reperts-provides notice of a claim using an electronic_formaly, the insurer
may require the worker to sign a medical release form, so the insurer can obtain medical
records necessary to process the claim under OAR 436-010-0240;neeessary-to-proeess
s

(32) Employer reporting time frame.

An Eemployers, except a self-insured employers, must report the-a claim to the-its insurers
no later than five days after the date the employer has notice or knowledge of any claim or
accident; that may result in a compensable injury. The date an employer>s has knowledge
date-of an accident that may result in a compensable injury is the earliest efthe-date any
supervisor or manager of the employer (any-superviser-ormanager-firstknew-of aelatm;or
ofwhen-the-employer-has enough facts to reasonably conclude that workers’ compensation
liability is a possibility.

(3) Reporting requirements.

The report must provide the information requested on the-Form 801, and include;-butnetbe
Limited-to; at least:

(a) the-The worker’s name, address, and Social Security number;;

(b) the-The employer’s legal name and address;; and
(c) the-The data-information speeified-byrequired under ORS 656.262 and 656.265.

(4) Injuries not requiring medical services.

The employer is not requlred to HOtIfV the insurer of an —Fer—&h&p&epeseef—%s—seeﬁea—ﬁ-rs&
prewd%ﬂ&%seﬁ%%}facmdent that —&n—rﬂjﬂred—werkerdoes not require the worker to seeks

only-first-aidtreatment from a licensed medical service provider, subject to the following:

(a) The emplover must report the claim to the insurer under section (2) of this rule, if:

(A);neneticeneed-begiven-the-insurer,unless-the- The worker chooses to file a

claim;
(Bl.—}f—arThe worker signs-a a Form 8015

(C) the-claim mustbe reported e licensed-tolegs
prev&d%th%t-re&tmem—er—rf—aThe worker or emplover 1s bllled forJehe seme%wﬂl

resulttreatment; or;-netice-mustbe-given-to-theinsurer:

(D) The employer learns that the injury has resulted in medical services, disability or
death. For the purposes of this paragraph, the date of that knowledge under section (2)
of this rule is the date the employer received notice or knowledge of the medical
services, disability, or death; and

(b) When-If the employer does not give the insurer notice under this sectionthe-werker
regires-onh-tinstatd-and-chooses-pottofilea-clam;

436-060-0010 Page 9 436-060-0010
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(A) the-The employer must maintain records showing the name of the worker, the
date of the accident, the nature of the injury and first-aid-treatment provided, for five
years; and-

(B) These records shall-must be epen-te-available for inspection by the director,-o¥
any-party-eritsrepresentativethe worker or the worker’s attorney, if any, and the

insurer.

(5)_Civil penalty for failure to report claims.

The director may assess a civil penalty under OAR 436-060-0200 against an employer that:

(a) Is late delinquent-in reporting -more than elaims-to-ts-insurerexeess-often percent
of the-its empleyer>s-total claims to its insurer during any quarter-; or

(b) (6)An-employerilntentionally or repeatedly paysig compensation in-tiew-stead of
reporting te-tts-insurer-claims or accidents that may result in a compensable injury elaim

may be asscssed a civil penalty by the directorto its insurer.

(6) Worker’s right to choose medical service provider.

The worker may choose a medical service provider, attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner under ORS 656.245, 656.260, OAR 436-010 and 436-015. Except as provided
under ORS 656.260 and OAR 436-015, if an employer restricts the worker’s choice of
medical service provider the director may impose a civil penalty of up to $2.,000.
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Statutory authority: ORS 656:262,-656:264;-656.265(6);-656-7064, 656.726(4), and 656.745

Statutes implemented: ORS 656-240656.245, 656.260, 656.262, 656:264; and 656.265;-656-704-and-656-726(4)
Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0011 Page 12 436-060-0011


http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf

ORDER NO. 16-055
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

436-060-0011 Insurer Reporting Requirements [New rule]

(1) General.

The insurer must process and file claims and reports required by the director in compliance
with ORS chapter 656, OAR chapter 436, and orders of the director.

(a) All forms must be legible and include all information required by this rule.

(b) The insurer may not submit forms, or their electronic equivalents, by email, facsimile,
electronic data interchange (EDI), or other electronic means, without the director’s prior
authorization.

(c) Electronic forms, when allowed, must include the same fields and elements as their
paper counterparts.

(2) Misdirected claims.

If an insurer receives a claim and did not provide coverage for the worker’s employer on the
date of injury, the insurer must forward the claim to either the correct insurer or the director
within three days of the date it determined it was not responsible for the claim.

(3) Identification of insurer.

All workers’ compensation forms generated by the insurer must include:

(a) The insurer’s name;

(b) The service company’s name, if applicable; and

(¢) The mailing address and phone number of the location responsible for processing the
claim.

(4) Claims status and activity reporting.

The insurer must report all disabling claims status and activity to the director using Form
1502, “Insurer’s Report.”

(a) The insurer must file a Form 1502 with the director within 14 days of:

(A) The date of the insurer’s initial decision to accept or deny the claim:

(B) The date of any reopening of the claim, except voluntary reopening under ORS
656.278:

(C) The date of a change in the acceptance or classification of the claim following the
initial Form 1502:

(D) The date of a litigation order or insurer’s decision that changes the acceptance or
classification of the claim, or causes the claim to be reopened:

(E) The date a worker is enrolled in a managed care organization that occurs after the
initial Form 1502 has been filed:

(F) The date the insurer has knowledge that a previously filed Form 1502 contained
erroneous information;
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(G) The date of a denial that occurs after the initial Form 1502 has been filed; or

(H) The date first payment of temporary disability is issued, if the date was not
included in the initial Form 1502.

(b) Each Form 1502 the insurer files must include at least the following information:

(A) The worker’s legal name:

(B) The worker’s Social Security number;

(C) The insurer’s claim number;
(D) The date of injury;

(E) The employer’s legal name:;

(F) The employer’s policy number;
(G) The status of the claim: and
(H) The reason for filing.

(¢) The Form 1502 reporting the insurer’s initial decision to accept or deny a claim must
also include:

(A) If the first payment of compensation was made within the time frame required
under OAR 436-060-0150. if applicable:

(B) If the claim was accepted or denied within the time frame required under OAR
436-060-0140; and

(C) If the worker is enrolled in a managed care organization, and the date of
enrollment, if applicable.

(5) Filing the first Form 1502 on a claim.

The first Form 1502 the insurer files on a claim must be accompanied by:

(a) Conpies of all acceptance or denial notices not previously submitted to the director; and

(b) A signed Form 801, or its electronic equivalent, except when a Form 801 is not
available for timely filing.

(A) The Form 801 must be completed by the employer and worker, unless:

(1) The Form 801 cannot be obtained from the employer or worker because the
employer or worker cannot be located, refuses to cooperate. or is physically
unable to complete the form; or

(i1) The Form 801 was prepared using an electronic form that required it to be
prepared by the insurer based upon information obtained from the employer and
worker.

(B) If a Form 801 is not available for timely filing:

(1) The Form 1502 may be accompanied by a signed Form 827 to satisfy the
initial reporting requirement: and
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(i1) The Form 801 must be submitted within 30 days of the date the insurer filed
the first Form 1502.

(6) Nondisabling claims.

The insurer is not required to report a nondisabling claim to the director, except:

(a) The insurer must report a nondisabling claim that is denied in part or whole to the
director within 14 days of the date of denial; and

(b) The insurer must report a nondisabling claim that is reclassified as disabling to the
director within 14 days of the date of the status change.

(7) Voluntarily reopened own motion claims.

The insurer must file Form 3501, “Notice of Voluntary Reopening Own Motion Claim.” with
the director within 14 days of the date the insurer voluntarily reopens a qualified claim under
ORS 656.278.

(8) New condition reopening.

If the insurer reopens a claim due to a new medical condition, and the claim:

(a) Is not closed within 14 days, the insurer must file Form 1502 with the director within
14 days of the earliest of:

(A) The date the new condition is accepted; or

(B) The date the insurer has knowledge that interim temporary disability
compensation is due and payable: or

(b) Is closed within 14 days, the insurer must report the reopening on the Form 1503,
“Insurer Notice of Closure Summary” filed with the director at the time the insurer closes
the claim. The Form 1503 must be accompanied by the “Modified Notice of Acceptance”
and “Updated Notice of Acceptance at Closure” sent to the worker.

(9) Claim withdrawal.

The insurer must file a Form 1502 with the director if it receives written communication
from the worker stating the worker never intended to file a claim and wants the claim
withdrawn after the claim has been reported. The Form 1502 must be accompanied by a copy
of the worker’s communication.

(10) Failure to report.

The director may issue a civil penalty against any insurer that does not file required notices
and forms within the time frames of these rules.

(11) Reporting of legal service costs.

Insurers must make an annual report to the director reporting attorney fees, attorney salaries,
and all other costs of legal services paid under ORS chapter 656. The report must be
submitted on forms provided by the director for that purpose. Reports for each calendar year
must be filed by March 1 of the following year.

(12) Election of payment of supplemental disability.
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If an insurer elects to not process and pay supplemental disability benefits under ORS
656.210(5)(a) and OAR 436-060-0035:

(a) The insurer must submit Form 3530, “Supplemental Disability Election Notification,
to the director. The insurer is not required to inform the director if it elects to process and
pay supplemental disability unless the insurer has previously provided notice otherwise.

2

(b) The insurer must use Form 3504, “Supplemental Disability Benefits Quarterly
Reimbursement Request,” to request reimbursement under OAR 436-060-0500 for each
quarter the insurer processed and paid supplemental disability benefits.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.264, 656.265(6), 656.726(4) and 656.745
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.210, 656.262, 656.264 and 656.726(4)
Hist: Adopted 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

436-060-0012 Notices and Correspondence Following the Death of a Worker
(1) If a worker is deceased, regardless of the cause of death, an insurer must:

(a) Address all future notices and correspondence to the worker’s estate or qualified
beneficiaries;

(b) Provide a written notice of acceptance or denial of a claim to the estate of the worker;
and

(c) Issue a Notice of Closure, when applicable, to the estate of the worker. The insurer
must mail the worker’s copy of the Notice of Closure to the worker’s last known address.
The insurer may mail copies of the Notice of Closure to any known or potential
beneficiaries.

(2) Other notices required under this chapter intended for the worker are not required when
the worker is deceased.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262, 656.264, 656.268

Hist: Adopted 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eft. 1-1-2010
Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

436-060-0015 Required Notice Anrd-and Information
(1) Notice to worker’s attorney.

If a worker is represented by an attorney, and the When-an-infared-worker’s-attorney has
given written notice of representation, the insurer must provide prier-er-sinultaneeus-written

notice must-begiven-to the worker’s attorney before, or at the same time, as-underORS
656.331 when:

(a) The direetor-or-insurer requests the worker to submit to a medical examination;

(b) The insurer contacts the worker regarding any matter whieh-that may result in denial,
reduction, or termination of the worker’s benefits; or

(c) The insurer contacts the worker regarding any matter relating to the disposition of a
claim under ORS 656.236.

(2)_Penalty for failure to provide notice to worker’s attorney.
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The director shall-may assess a civil penalty against an insurer swhe-that intentionally or
repeatedly fails to give notice as required under section (1) of this rule.

(3) Information provided to worker.

The insurer or-the service company must provide:

(a) the-pamphletForm 1138, “What Happens if I’'m Hurt on the Job?;”FermH3S; to
every-injuared worker who has a disabling claim with the first time-Jossdisability check or
earliest written correspondence. For nondisabling claims, the-information-pageForm
3283, “A Guide for Workers Recently Hurt on the Job,” Ferm3283,-may be provided in
l—reu—place of Form 1138, unless the worker specifically requests Form 1138-

(4b) T—h&msureem&st—preﬁdeForm 3283 to %herr—lts insured employers fliheempleyer

eempeﬁs&t}eﬂ—beneﬁ—ts—T—heForm 3283 may be prmted on the back of %heForm 801—
(5¢) Fhe-insurermust-provide-the-Form 3058, “Notice to Worker,” Eerm3058; or its-an

equivalent_form to the worker with the initial notice of acceptance es-of the claim under
OAR 436-060-0140(6%). If an equivalent form is provided, itEerthe-purpese-efthisrule;

an-equivalent-to-the Form3058 must include all of the statatory-andrule
regquirementsinformation included on Form 3058-; and

(6d) The Additional-additional notices the-instrermust-send-to-a-worker-are-contained
warequired under OAR 436-060-0018, 436-060-0030, 436-060-0035, 436-060-0095, 436-
060-0105, 436-060-0135, 436-060-0140, and 436-060-0180.

(47) Notice of change of processing location.

When an-the insurer changes claims processing locations, service companies, or self-
administration, the insurer must provide at least 10 days prior notice to workers with open or
active claims, their attorneys, and attending physicians. The notice must provide the name of
a contact person, telephone number, email address, and mailing address of the new claim
processor.

(58) Notice of change in rate of compensation and benefit amounts.

When the insurer changes the rate of compensation, the wage used to calculate benefit
amounts, or the method of calculation used to determine benefits, Fhe-the insurer must
provide the-werker-a written n—explanatlon of any change to the worker and the worker
attorney, if any. in-the 2 = ek =

theinsurer—Priorte

(6) Notice of wage used to calculate benefits at closure.

Before closure of a disabling claim-elaim-elosure-on-a-disablingelaim; the-the insurer must
send a notice to the worker a-netieethat:

(a) deecumenting-Documents the wage upon which benefits were based;

(b) Informs the worker that —Wwork disability, if applicable, will be determined when the
claim is closed; and-
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(c) Fhe-notice-must-alse-eExplains how the worker can appeal the insurer’s wage
calculation if the worker disagrees with the wage.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.331, 656:704,-656.726(4), and 656.745

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.331, 656-704-and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0017 Release of Claim Documents
(1) Definitions.

For the purpose of this rule:

(a) “Documents” means the written records making up, or relating to, the worker’s claim,
inehadincluding e;-but-are not limited to:

(A); mMedical records;

(B) -+Vocational records:;

(C) written-and-automated-pPayment ledgers for both timelesstemporary disability
and medical services:;

(D) -pPayroll records;;
(E) #Recorded statements;;

(F) ilnsurer generated records, -(Ginsurer-generated-records-exehade-excluding a claims

examiner’s generated file notes, such as documentation or justification concerning
setting or adjusting reserves, claims management strategy, or any privileged
communications;}

(G); -Aall forms_on the claim regquired-to-be-filed with the director;;

(H) aNotices of closure-; and

(I) Eelectronic transmissions; and correspondence between the insurer, service
providers, claimant, the-d+viston-director, or the-Workers’ Compensation Board.

(b) ﬁPessess&eﬁ—meaﬂs—AnV documents éee&mems—makmg—ap—eﬁeka%mg—te—the

&&em%y—%ehimaﬂﬁ&ba&eﬁemﬁy%ﬂyde%mﬁ&%hav%bee&generated or recelved
by the insurer five or more working days priertebefore the mailing date of maihnga

request for copies of claims documents are considered to be in the insurer’s or service

company'’s possession, shall-be-considered-aspart-of the-insurer’s-elatmrecord-even
theugh-if the documents may-have not have-yetreached the-asurer’s insurer’s or service

company'’s claim file.
(2) Date of receipt.

The insurer or service company must date-stampdisplay evidence of the initial date of receipt

on each document upen-receipt-with-the-date-itisreeetvedin its possession.
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(a) The date-stampevidence must include the month, day, year of receipt, and name of the
companys-.

(b) Acceptable evidence under this section includes, but is not limited to, a machine
produced date stamp or the data automatlcallv produced by uﬁess—th%doeument—a}ready

o%her—electromcalrl-y transmr%ted—eommumeaf&oﬂsssmn

(3)_Requests for claims documents.

-The insurer or service company must furnishprovide, without eestcharge, legible copies
of documents in its possession relating to a claim, upon request of the elatmantworker,
elaimant’s-worker’s attorney or elaimant’s-worker’s beneficiary, at times other than those
provided for under ORS 656.268 and OAR chapter 438, as provided in this rule.

(a) A request for copies of claim documents must be submitted to the insurer or service
company, and copied simultaneously to the insurer’s defense counsel, if known.

(b) Except as provided in OAR 436-060-0180, an initial request by anyone other than the
elaimant-worker or elatmant’s-worker’s beneficiary must be accompanied by an werker
stgned-attorney retentionretainer agreement or a medical release that has been signed by
the worker.

(A) The signed medical release must be-in-aform-or-format-as-the-directormay
provide-by-bulletin provided using Form 2476, “Request for Release of Medical

Records for Oregon Workers’ Compensation Claim,” or an equivalent form.

(B) Information not otherwise available through this release, but relevant to the claim,
may only be obtained in compliance with applicable state or federal laws.

(c) If the worker or beneficiary is represented by an attorney:

(A) The documents must be mailed directly to the worker’s or beneficiary’s attorney;

(B) The insurer is not required to provide copies to both the worker or beneficiary and
the attorney; however, the insurer must inform the worker or beneficiary that the
documents were mailed to the attorney if the documents were requested by the
worker or beneficiary; and

(C) If the worker or beneficiary changes attorneys, the insurer must provide the new
attorney with copies upon request.

eeﬂsrdered If the worker or beneﬁ01arv S attornev makes an ongoing request for future
documents:

(A) The insurer must provide all new documents received and generated by the
insurer for 180 days after the initial mailing date under section (74) of this rule, or
until a hearing is requested before the Workers’ Compensation Board-; and
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(B) The insurer must provide saeh-new documents to elaimantthe worker’s attorney
every 30 days. If ;unless-the attorney requests that specific documents-are-reguested

sooner-by-the-atterney—Sueh- be sent more frequently, those documents must be
provided within the time -frame ef-specified in section (#4) of this rule.

(e) The insurer must provide to the worker or the worker’s attorney the entire health
information record in its possession, except the following, may be withheld:

(A) Information obtained from someone other than a health care provider under a
promise of confidentiality and access to the information would likely reveal the
source of the information;

(B) Psychotherapy notes:

(C) Information compiled for use in a civil, criminal, or administration action or
proceeding; or
(D) Information that must be withheld under federal regulation.

(f) €5)-Onee-If a hearing is requested before the Workers” Compensation Board, the
release of documents is controlled by OAR chapter 438 until—Fhis+rule-apphies
subsequently+f the hearing request is withdrawn or when-the hearing record is closed,
provided a request for documents is renewed.

(74) Time frame to provide documents.

The insurer must furnish-provide copies of documents requested under this rule within the
following time -frames:

(a)-Copies of Fhe-documents fromef files that are epen-and-elosed-files;-ormierefilmed

filesnot archived must be mailed within 14 days of receipt of a request;-and

(b) eCopies of documents ef-from archived files must be mailed within 30 days of receipt
of a request;-

(cb) If a claim is lost or has been destroyed, the insurer must so notify the requester in
writing within 14 days of receiving the request for claim documents. The insurer must
reconstruct and mail the file within 30 days from the date of the lost or destroyed file
notice; and-
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(ed) If ne-decuments-are-i-the insurer>s does not possesston any documents at the time
the request is received;:

(A) The insurer must mail any documents relating to the claim it receives to the
requestor within the-14 days_of receipt of the documents; and

(B) The request will be considered ongoing for 90 days.

(185)_Complaints of violation.

Rule-vielationecomplaints-Complaints about a violation of the rules regarding release of
requested claims documents must be made in writing, mailed or delivered to the division
within 180 days of the request for documents, and must include a copy of the request
submitted under section (3) of this rule.

(a) When notified by the director that a complaint has been filed, the insurer must mail or
deliver a written responsed -writing-to-the-division—Fheresponse-must-be-matled-or
delivered-to the director within 14 days of the mailing date of the divistendirector’s
inquiry letter. A copy of the response, including any attachments, must be sent
simultaneously mailed to the requester of claim documents.

(b) If the divisten-director does not receive a timely response or the insurer provides an
inadequate response (e.g., failing to answer specific questions or provide requested
documents), a-the director may assess a civil penalty may-be-assessed-against the insurer
under OAR 436-060-0200-against-the-nsurer. Assessment of a penalty does not relieve
the insurer of the obligation to provide a response.

(6) Failure to provide documents.

The director may assess a civil penalty against an insurer that fails to provide documents as
required under this rule. The matrix attached to these rules in Appendix “A” will be used in
assessing penalties.

Statutory authority:-ORS-656-360,-656:362- ORS656:704; 656.726(4), and 656.745
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.360, and 656.362-ORS-656-704. -
Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16
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Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17
See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0018 Nondisabling/Disabling Reclassification
(1) General.

When-If the insurer changes the classification of an accepted claims-:

%He—th%d&eﬁeﬁmthm—ykday&ffefmth%dat%eﬁth%ﬁe\%&as&ﬁeaﬁeﬂ—g a) Th
insurer must notify the director under OAR 436-060-0011:

(b) The insurer must A-netice-of change-of-elassification-must be-communieatedsend the
worker and the worker’s attorney, if any, -by-issaing-a “Modified Notice of Acceptance:”

T—h+s— xplammgﬂeﬂe%m&st—melad%aﬂ—aepl-aﬂaﬁeﬂ—& the change in status—aﬁd—m&&t—be

m

(c) If the claim qualifies for closure, the insurer must close the claim under ORS
656.268(5).

(2) Reclassification of a nondisabling claim.

The insurer must reclassify a nondisabling claim to disabling:

(a) within-Within 14 days of receiving information that:-any-condition-already-aceepted

. .
(aA) Temporary disability 1s due and payable;-er

(bB) The worker is medically stationary within one year of the date of injury and the
worker will be entitled to an award of permanent disability; or

(eC) The worker is not medically stationary, but there is a reasonable expectation that
the worker will be entitled to an award of permanent disability when the worker does
become medically stationary; or-

acceptance of a new or omltted condltlon that meets the dlsabhng cr1ter1a in this rule.

(34) Worker request for reclassification.

A worker may request for the insurer to review the classification of a nondisabling claim
under ORS 656.277 if¥ a-the claim has been classified as nondisabling for one year or less
after the date of acceptance and the worker believes the claim was or has become disabling.;

(a) the-The requestworkermayrequestreclasstfteationby-submittnea-writteprequest for
review-ofthe-classification status review must be made to the insurer in writing.-snder

ORS-656277

(5b) Within 14 days of receipt of the worker’s request, the insurer must review the claim
and;:
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(aA) If the classification is changed to disabling, provide notice under this rule; or

(bB) If the insurer believes evidence supports denying the worker’s request to
reclassify the claim, the insurer must send a “Notice of Refusal to Reclassify” to the

worker and the worker’s attorney, if the-werkerisrepresentedany. The notice must
include the following statement, in bold print:

“If you disagree with this Notice of Refusal to Reclassify, you must appeal by
contacting the Workers’ Compensation Division within sixty (60) days of the
mailing of this notice or you will lose your right to appeal. The address and
telephone number of the Workers’ Compensation Division are: [[INSURER:
Insert current address and telephone number of the Workers’ Compensation
Division, Appellate Review Unit, here.].”

(6¢) A-If the worker dissatisfied-disagrees with the insurer’s decision in the Notice of
Refusal to Reclassify, the worker may appeal to the director under section (7) of this rule-

(A) Sueh-The appeal must be made no later than the 60th day after the mailing date of
the Notice of Refusal to Reclassify-is-mailed;- and

(B) The appeal must include a copy of the insurer’s Notice of Refusal to Reclassify.

(d) If the insurer does not respond to the worker’s request for reclassification within 14
days of receipt of the worker’s requests:

(A) The worker may request review by the director under section (7) of this rule as if
the insurer issued a Notice of Refusal to Reclassify:

(B) The director may assess civil penalties under OAR 436-060-0200;
(C) The director may assess an attorney fee under ORS 656.386(3); and

(e) If the worker is represented by an attorney, and the attorney is instrumental in
obtaining an order from the director that reclassifies the claim from nondisabling to
disabling, the director may award the attorney a reasonable assessed attorney fee under
ORS 656.2717.

(47) Time frame for aggravation rights.

A claim for aggravation under ORS 656.273 must be filed within five years after:
(a) The first valid closure of a claim that isFer-elaims-thatare reclassified from
nondisabling to disabling within one year from the date of acceptance;-the-aggravation
rights-beamwith-the firstvabid-clostre- ot theelamm_or:
(8b) The date of injury of a Eerclaims that-are- is not reclassified from nondisabling to

disabling within one year from the date of acceptance.;the-aggravationrightscontinue-to
rep-trom-the-date-ofjury:

(89) Claims for aggravation on nondisabling claims.
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When a claim has been classified as nondisabling for at least one year after the date of
acceptance, a worker who believes the claim was or has become disabling may submit a

claim for aggravatlon aeee*d—mg—te—fl&%pfe%eﬂs—ef—under ORS 656.273.

(H6) Reclassification of a disabling claim.

Neotwithstanding(12);-enee-If a claim has been accepted and classified as disabling:fer-mere
3 E EE%?E“{}E%,

(a) Asall aspects of the claim are classified as disabling and-remain-disabling: may not be
reclassified, unless:

(A) The claim has been classified as disabling for less than one year from date of
acceptance;
(B) The insurer determines the criteria for a disabling claim were never satisfied:; and

(C) The insurer has notified the worker and the worker’s attorney, if any, by issuing a
Modified Notice of Acceptance. The Modified Notice of Acceptance must advise the
worker that he or she has 60 days from the date of the notice to appeal the decision;

(b) Any subsequently acceptedadditienal conditions or aggravations subseguenthy

aeeepted-must be processed aceording-to-provisionsgoverangas disabling claims; and;
(c) Claim closure must be processed ineluding-elosure-under ORS 656.268.

(337)_Appeal of insurer’s classification decision.

If a worker disagrees with an insurer’s decision to not reclassify the worker’s claim from
nondisabling to disabling, or to reclassify the claim from disabling to nondisabling, the
worker may appeal the decision by requesting review by the director:

(a) The-werker’s appeal-request must be in writing_and mailed to the director within 60
days from the date of the insurer’s notice-;

(b) The worker may use Form 2943, “Worker Request for Claim Classification Review,”

the-form-speetfied-by-the-director-for requesting review of the insurer’s claim

classification decision; and-
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4)-(c) The worker does not need to be represented by an attorney to appeal the insurer’s
reclassification decision under section (3) or (6) of this rule. If a worker appeals an
insurer’s reclassification decision:

(A) The worker’s appeal underseetion{6)-or(+2ymust be copled to the insurer;-

(+6B) The director will acknowledge receipt of the regquest-appeal in writing to the
njared-worker, the worker’s attorney, if any, and the insurer, and initiate the review-;

&5
(C) Within 14 days of the director’s acknowledgement;-:

(1) £tThe insurer must provide the director and all other parties with the complete
medical record and all official actions and notices on the claim. The director may
impose penalties against an insurer under OAR 436-060-0200 if the insurer fails
to provide claim documents in a timely manner; and-

(4811) Wrthin-the-same14-days;tThe worker may submit any additional evidence

for the director to consider. Copies must be provided to all other parties at the
same times-;

(#9D) After receiving and reviewing the required documents, the director will issue
an Pireetor’s Review-order::

(261) The worker and the insurer have 30 days from the mailing date of the
Direector’s Review-order to appeal the director’s decision to the Hearings Division

of the Workers™ Compensation Board.. and

(Z4i) The director may reconsider, abate, or withdraw any Direetor’s Review
order before the order becomes final by operation of law.

Statutory authority.: ORS 656.268, 656.277, 656.386, 656.726, and 656.745

Stats. Implemented: ORS 656.210, 656.212, 656.214, 656.262, 656.268, 656.386, 656. 273, 656.277, and 656.745;-and-656-726
Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0019 Determining and Paying the Three--Day Waiting Period
(1) Determining the three-day waiting period.
Under ORS-656:210-and-656:212tThe three--day waiting period is three consecutive

calendar days, beginning with the first day the worker leses-timeleaves work or loses wages
from-weotkas a result of the compensable injury, subject to the following:

(a) If the worker leaves work, but returns and completes the work shift without loss of
wages, that day -shalis not be-considered_to be the first day of the three--day waiting
period:;
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(b) If the worker leaves work, but returns and completes the work shift and receives
reduced wages, that day shal-beis considered to be the first day of the three-day waiting
period:;

(c) If the worker leaves work and does not complete the work shift, that day shall-beis
considered to be the first day of the three--day waiting period, even if there is no loss of
wages-;

(d) If the worker leaves work or loses wages during a work shift that extends into another
calendar day. the first daV of the three- daV waltlng perlod is the date the emplover uses
for payroll purposes. i

(2) Authorization of temporary disability.

Authorization of temporary drsabrhty under OAR 436 010-0210 is not requlred to begln the
three-day waiting period.:-hew he-wy & wou : aya
authorized:

(23)_Paying the three-day waiting period.

Ynder ORS-656:210(3);nNo _temporary disability paymentcompensation is due the worker
for temporary total disability suffered duringfor the first three calendar days after the worker

leaves-work-as-aresult-of a-compensable-injurythree-day waiting period, unless_ temporary
disability is authorized under OAR 436-010-0210, and:

(a) Tthe worker is totally disabled after the injury, and the total disability continues for a
period of 14 consecutive days; or

(b) urlesstThe worker is admitted as an inpatient to a hospital within 14 days of the first
onset of total drsabrhty Fo%th%pﬁﬁeoseoilthﬁ—rul%&dm&taﬂe%&s—an—mpaﬁenﬁo—a

(34) Amount due when the three-day waiting period is payable.

If compensation is due and payable for the three--day waiting period_ under section (3) of this
rules;

(a) Ifthe i - tf the worker
feaves thﬁobleft work durlng the first half of the shift on the ﬁrst dav of the three-day
waiting period, and deesdid not return to complete the shift, the worker must be paid
compensation for one half of that day; or-

(b) If Ne
thejoebleft work work durlng the second half of the Shlft on the ﬁrst dav of the three-day
waiting period, the worker is not due compensation for that day:-

(45) If the worker is employed with varying days off or a cyclic work schedule.

If a worker is employed with varying days off or a cyclic work schedules, the three--day
waiting period shall-must be determined using the work schedule of the week the worker
begins-first losingtimeleaves work or loses wages as a result of the injury.
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(6) If the worker is no longer employed with the employer at injury.

If the worker is no longer employed with the employer at injury, or does not have an
established schedule when the worker beginstosingtime/leaves work or loses wages, the
three--day waiting period and scheduled days off shal-must be based on the work schedule of
the week the worker was injured.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.210; 656.212;-656-704; and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.210, 656.212

Hist: Amended 10/26/04 as WCD Admin. Order 04-064, eff. 1/1/05

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055. eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0020 Payment of Temporary Total Disability Compensation
(1) Employer payment of temporary disability.
An employer may pay temporary disability compensation under-ORS-656-262(4)-with the

approval of the insurer. -snder-ORS-656-262(13)1f the insurer approves an employer to make
such payment:-

oMbk such-pavinents-does notconstitute aowaiver-or-transter-of tLhe insurer’s-duty

continues to be responsible for te-determineing the worker’s entitlement to

benefitscompensation,-or responsibility-for-the-elatmtoand ensure-ensuring timely benefit
payment_of compensations:;

(b) The employer must pr0V1de the insurer with adeguate-payment documentation_that is
adequate to meet as-the insurer’s-may reguire-to-meetits-responsibilities-; and

(¢) The insurer must reimburse the employer for any temporary disability compensation
paid to the worker under this section.

(2) Persons who have withdrawn from the workforce.

UnderORS-656-005(30);1No temporary disability is due and payable for any period of time
in which the person has withdrawn from the workforce. For the purpose of this rule, a person

who has withdrawn from the workforce, includes, but is not limited to:

(a) A person who, priertebefore reopening under ORS 656.267, 656.273 or 656.278, was
not working and had not made reasonable efforts to obtain employment, unless such
efforts would be futile as a result of the compensable injury.

(b) A person who was a full--time student for at least six months in the 52 weeks prior
tebefore the date of -injury who elects to return to school full time, unless the person can
establish a prior customary pattern of working while attending school. For purposes of
this subsection, “full time” is defined as twelve or more quarter hours or the equivalent.

(3) Authorization of temporary disability compensation.

No compensation is due and payable after the worker’s attending physician or authorized

nurse practitioner ceases to authorize temporary disability, or for any period of time when
temporary disability benefits are not authorized by a medical service provider under ORS

656.245(2)(b). Temporary disability compensation is authorized when:
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(a) The medical service provider provides the insurer or emplovyer with oral or written
verification of the worker’s inability to work:

(b) Documents in the insurer’s possession at claim closure reasonably reflect the worker’s
inability to work. For the purposes of this rule “documents” and “possession’ have the
same meaning as in OAR 436-060-0017(1); or

(c) The director determines, at reconsideration of claim closure, there is sufficient
contemporaneous medical documentation to reasonably reflect the worker’s inability to
work under ORS 656.268.

(34) Lack of verification of inability to work.

No temporary disability is due and payable for any period of time where-during which the
insurer has requested from the worker’s attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner
verification of the worker’s inability to work and the physician or authorized nurse
practitioner cannot verify it-under-ORS-656:262(4)(d), unless the worker has been unable to
receive treatment for reasons beyond the worker’s control.

(a) Before withholding temporary disability under this section, the insurer must nguire
ofask the worker whether a reason beyond the worker’s control prevented the worker
from receiving treatment.

(A) If no valid reason is found or the worker refases-tedoes not respond or cannot be
located, the insurer must document its file regarding those findings.

(B) The insurer must provide the divisten-director a copy of the documentation within
20 days, if requested.

(b) If the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner is unable to verify the
worker’s inability to work, the insurer may stop temporary disability payments and, in
place of the scheduled payment, must send the worker an explanation for stopping the
temporary disability payments.

(c) When verification of temporary disability is received from the attending physician or
authorized nurse practitioner, the insurer must pay temporary disability within 14 days of
receiving the verification of any authorized period of timeJesstemporary disability,
unless otherwise denied.

(5) Suspension of benefits.
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An insurer may suspend temporary disability benefits without authorization from the
drvistendirector underORS-656262(4H(e)-when all of the following circumstances apply:

(a) The worker has missed a regularly scheduled appointment with the attending
physician or authorized nurse practitioner:-

(b) The insurer has sent a eertified-letter by certified mail to the worker and a letter to the
worker’s attorney, at least ten-10 days in advance of a rescheduled appointment, stating
that the appointment has been rescheduled with the worker’s attending physician or
authorized nurse practitioner; stating the time and date of the appointment; and giving the
following notice, in prominent or bold face type:

“You must attend this appointment. If there is any reason you cannot attend, you
must tell us before the date of the appointment. If you do not attend, your
temporary disability benefits will be suspended without further notice, as provided
by ORS 656.262(4)(e).”

(c) The insurer verifies that the worker has missed the rescheduled appointment;- and

(d) The insurer sends a letter to the worker, the worker’s attorney and the division giving
the date of the regularly scheduled appointment that was missed, the date of the
rescheduled appointment that was missed, the date of the letter being the day benefits are
suspended, and the following notice, in prominent or bold face type:

“Since you missed a regular appointment with your doctor, we arranged a new
appointment. We notified you of the new appointment by certified mail and warned
you that your benefits would be suspended if you failed to attend. Since you failed to
attend the new appointment, your temporary disability benefits have been
suspended. In order to resume your benefits, you must schedule and attend an
appointment with your doctor who must verify your continued inability to work.”

(6) Verbal release to work.

If temporary disability benefits end because the insurer or employer +

i tetan” i it : . negotiates a verbal release
of the worker to return to any type of work- with the worker’s attending physician or

authorized nurse practitioneras-arestl—whenne-return-to-work-wasprevieusty-authorized.;

and

b)Fthe worker has not already been informed of the release by the attending physician or
authorized nurse practitioner or returned to work, +then

¢e)yFhthe insurer must:
(Aa) Document the facts;

(Bb) Communicate the release to the worker by mail within 7seven days. The
communication to the worker of the negotiated return--to--work release may be contained
in an offer of modified employment; and

(€c) Advise the worker of their reinstatement rights under ORS chapter 659A.

436-060-0020 Page 29 436-060-0020



ORDER NO. 16-055
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

(7). Temporary disability from two or more claims.

When a worker is due concurrent temporary disability under ORS 656.210 or ORS 656.212
is-due-the-werker-as a result of two or more accepted claims:

(a) 5 The director may order one of the insurers to pay the entire amount of temporary
disability due; or make a pro rata distribution between two or more of the insurers;

(b) the-The insurers may petitien-request for the divistendirector to make a pro rata
distribution of compensation due-snder-ORS-656-210-and-656-212. The request must be
in writing, and Fhe-the insurer must provide a copy eftheregquest-to the worker; and the

worker’s attorney, if anyrepresented-—;
(c) The d+vistondirector’s pro rata order shalt-does not apply to:

(A) any-Any periods of interim compensation payable under ORS 656.262; or

(B) Any and-alse-deesnoetapplyte-benefits_ due under ORS 656.214 and-or 656.245-;

(d) Claims subject to the pro rata order appreved-by-the-divistonr-must be closed under
OAR 436-030 and ORS 656.268, when appropriate;-

distribution-between-two-or-meore-of the-insurers—(e) The pro rata distribution ordered by
the divistendirector shall-beonly applies effeetive-entyforto benefits due as of the date all
claims involved are in an accepted status. The order pro rating compensation will not
apply to periods where any claim involved is in a deferred status;-

() The insurers may not prorate temporary disability without the approval of the director,
except

(8} Wwhen concurrent temporary disability is due the worker as a result of two or
merethe aeeepted—clalms mvel—vmgmvolve the same worker the same employer and the

same 1nsurer

QR&ééé%meLééé—Z&—Z—w&the&Fa&erde&b&th&dwrs&ea—When the insurer prorates

temporary disability under this subsection Fhe-the worker must receive compensation at
the highest temporary disability rate of the claims involved.

(89) Premature closure.

If a closure under ORS 656.268 has been found to be premature and there was an open ended
authorization of temporary disability at the time of closure, the insurer must begin payments
under ORS 656.262, including retroactive periods, and pay temporary disability for as long
as authorization exists or until there are other lawful bases to terminate temporary disability.

(109) Incorrectly denied claims.

If a denied claim has been determined to be compensable by final order, the insurer must
begin temporary disability payments under ORS 656.262, including retroactive periods, if the
time-loss-authorization for temporary disability was open ended at the time of denial, and
there are no other lawful bases to terminate temporary disability.
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Statutory authority: ORS 656.210(2), 656.245, 656.262;-656-307(1)(e), 656-704;-and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.210, 656.212, 656.262(OregonLaws2009-eh-526), 656.307(1)(c);656-704;-656-726(4)
Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0025 Rate 0Of Temporary Dlsablllty Compensation

wages, insured emplovers.

An eEmployers shalb-may not continue to pay wages in heuplace of statatery-temporary tetal
disability paymentsbenefits-due. However, with the consent of the worker, snderORS

656-:018(6)-the employer is-not-precluded-frommay supplementpay the worker amounts in
addition toing the ameunt-eftemporary tetal-disability benefits due the worker, if:

(a) The employer-paid-the-werker—Employers-must separately-identifiesy weorkers
compensationtemporary disability benefits separately from other payments; and

(b) The employer shall-does not withhold have-payroll deductions withheld-from sueh-the
temporary disability benefits.

(2) Continuation of wages, self-insured employers.

Notwithstanding section (1)_of this rule, underORS-656262(4b)-a self-insured employer
may continue to pay the same wage with-nermal-deductions-withheld-(e-g—taxes; mediecal;
and-other-voluntary-deduetions)-at the same pay interval that the worker received at the time

of injury. Such payment qualifies as timely payment of temporary disability under ORS
656.210 and 656.212. If the self-insured employer continues to pay wages in place of
temporary disability benefits under this section:

(a) Normal deductions including but not limited to, taxes, benefits, and voluntary

deductions, must be withheld;Hthe pay-interval- orameountof wage-changes(exeluding

(b) The claim mustFhe-elaim-shal be classified as disabling—;

(c) The self-insured employer must report to the division the rate and duration of
temporary tetal—dlsablhty that would have e%hepﬂsebeen paid had wages not t continued
: : : A-; and

(d) If the pay interval changes or the amount of wages decreases, the worker must be paid
temporary disability as otherwise prescribed by the workers’ compensation law.

(3) Rate of compensation, generally.

Except when payments are made under section (2) of this rule, the worker must receive
compensation as calculated under ORS 656.210 during the period of temporary total
disability, subject to the following:
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(a) The benefits of a worker who incurs an injury must be based on the worker’s wages at
the time of injury;

(b) The benefits of a worker who incurs an occupational disease must be based on the
worker’s wages at the time there is medical verification that the worker is unable to work
because of the disability caused by the occupational disease. If the worker is not working
at the time that there is medical verification that the worker is unable to work because of
the disability caused by the occupational disecase, the benefits must be based on the
worker’s wages at the worker’s last regular employment;

(c) The benefits of a worker who was employed in multiple jobs at the time of injury, and
who is eligible for supplemental disability under ORS 656.210(2)(b) and OAR 436-060-
0035, must be based on the worker’s earnings from all eligible subject employment under
OAR 436-060-0035;

(d) For a worker with a cyclic schedule, the cycle must be considered to have no
scheduled days off; and

(e) When a work shift extends into another calendar day. the date of injury used to
determine the wage under this section is the date the employer used for payroll purposes.

(45) Rate of compensation, irregular wages.

IfThe rate of compensation for a workers regularly employed. but paid on other than a daily
or-weekly basis;-or-employed-with receives irregular wages, or receives earnings that are not
based on wages alone.unseheduledirregular-orno-earnings the insurer must calculate the

worker’s rate of compensation under section (3) of this rule based on the weekly average of
the worker’s total earnings for the period up to 52 weeks before the date of injury or

verification of disability caused by occupational disease. -shall-be-computed-on-the-wages
(a) “Total earnings” means all wages, salary, commission and other remuneration for
services rendered under the worker’s wage earning agreement with the employer.
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(A) The insurer must include a reasonable value of any in-kind considerations as part
of total earnings only if the considerations will not continue during the period of

disability.
(B) The insurer must not include expenses incurred due to the job and reimbursed by
the employer (e.g., meals, lodging, per diem, equipment rental) as part of total

earnings.

(bA) If, on the date of injury or verification of disability caused by occupational disease,
the worker had been employed by the employer at injury for four weeks or more, the
insurer must average the workers’ total earnings for the period up to 52 weeks of
employment before the date of injury or verification of disability caused by occupational
disease, subject to the following:

(A) The insurer may not include any gap in employment of more than 14 days that
was not anticipated in the wage earning agreement, when calculating the average

earnings; and

(B) If the worker’s wage earning agreement changed due to reasons other than only a
change in rate of pay, including but not limited to a change of hours worked or a
change of job duties, in the 52 weeks before the date of injury or verification of
disability caused by occupational disease, the insurer must average earnings only for
the weeks worked under the most recent wage earning agreement; and

(C) For the purposes of this section, a job assignment from a temporary service
provider or worker leasing company as defined in OAR 436-050 is not considered to
be a new wage earning agreement.

weald—eee&r—wd&ei%eyhfem&ed—thﬁel-a&eﬂshrp—Feﬂf on the date of injury or

verification of disability caused by occupational disease, the worker had been s-employed
by the employer at injury for less than four weeks, or the worker’s wage earning
agreement had been in place less than four weeks, the insurers shall-must #se-base the
rate of compensation on the intent of the worker’s -wage earning agreement in place at
the trrne of injury, as conﬁrmed by the employer and the Worker —For—thep’cﬂclaoseof—ﬂﬂs
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(5) Rate of compensation, regular wages.

If a worker receives regular wages, the insurer must calculate the worker’s rate of
compensation as outlined in ORS 656.210. To determine the worker’s weekly wage:

(a) Daily wages must be multiplied by the number of days per week the worker was
regularly employed:

(b) Monthly wages must be divided by 4.35; or

(c) Wages for other pay intervals must be calculated on an equivalent basis.
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(6i)_ Workers with no wages.

If the Cevered-workers 1s—th—He—wag%ea1mﬂgs—Sﬂeh asa volunteers, sjat-inmates, or other

covered worker that receives no wage earnings, etesthe insurer must smusthave-theirbenefits
computedcalculate the rate of compensation based on the-same assumed wage as-that-used to
determine upen-which-the employer’s premium-is-based.

(k7) Owners and corporate officers.

Feorlf the workers whe-are-is a sole proprietors, partners, officers of a corporations, or limited
liability company members-ineluding-managers, the insurers must use-calculate the rate of
compensation based on the assumed wage en-whichused to determine the employer’s
premium-is-based.

w&hrne%eheéa}ed—day&eﬁﬁ(& Wage dlsputes
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If the worker disputes the wage used to calculate the rate of compensation, the insurer must
attempt to resolve the dispute by contacting the employer to confirm the correct wage and
then contacting the worker with that information. If the worker still does not agree with the
wage calculated by the insurer, the worker may request a hearing under OAR 436-060-0008.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.210(2), 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.210, 656.704,-656-726(4)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0030 Payment of Temporary Partial Disability Compensation
(1) Rate of temporary partial disability.

The amount of temporary partial disability compensation due a worker shal-must be
determined by multiplying the worker’s rate of compensation for temporary total disability
by the percentage of wages lost by the worker post injury.

(a) To calculate the rate of temporary disability, the insurer must:

(aA) Subtract the worker’sing post-injury wage-earningswages by-the-werkerfrom
any kind of work from

b tFhe worker’s wages at the time of injury used-to-compute-the-rate-of
compensation-at-the-time-ofnjuryunder OAR 436-060-0025;-then

(eB) Bividing-Divide the difference by-the-wage-earnings-used-inunder subseetion

paragraph (bA) by the worker’s wages at the time of injury under OAR 436-060-0025
to arrive at the percentage of loss of wages; thenand

(dC) Multiplying the worker’s current rate of temperary-total-disability-compensation
for temporary total disabilityrate by the percentage of loss of wages in

subseetionparagraph (B)-(e).

(b) As used in this rule “post-injury wages’ means the sum of®

(A) The wages the worker could have earned by accepting a job offer, or actual wages
earned, whichever is greater;

(B) Any unemployment benefits received; and

(C) Any wages received for paid leave, except wages paid in addition to temporary
disability compensation with the worker’s consent under OAR436-060-0025(1);

(c) Wages from a secondary employer must only be included in post-injury wages to the
extent that the wages from the secondary emplovyer post-injury exceed the wages from the
secondary emplover at the time of injury.

(2d) Netwithstandingseetion-(H;forlf the worker’s whese-rate of temporary total

disability compensation is based on an assumed wage, the rate of temporary partial

disability “pest-injury-wage-earntngs—will-must be_calculated by -thatprepertien
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efmultlplylng the rate of temporary total dlsablhty by the assumed—wag%%eh—t—h&he&rs
during the period of tempo D d e a-percentage of the

hours werked—pﬂer—te—th%mjﬁwlost by the worker post injury.

(32) If the worker returns to employment.

-AnThe insurer shall-must stop eease-paying temporary total disability compensation and
start paying temporary partial disability compensation snder-seetion{H-from the date an
injured worker begms—wag%e&mmgretums to regular or modrﬁed employment prror to claim
closure;un !

(a) If the worker is with a new employer, and upen-reguest-efthe insurer asks the worker
to provide wage information, #shall-be-the workers is respenstbility-responsible te-for
previde-providing documented evidence of the amount of any wages being earned; and-

(b) If the worker fails Fatlure-to provide documentationde-se-shall-be-cause-for, the
insurer to-may assume that post-injury wages are the same as or higher than the worker’s
wages at time of injury.

(53) 1f the worker fails to begin employment. —H&de%@%&ééé%%{é—)éa}—&ﬂ

Except when the worker refuses modified work under ORS 656.268(4)(c), the insurer shal
eeasemust stop paying temporary total disability compensation and start paying temporary
partial disability compensation-underseetion{(H) as if the worker had begun the employment
whenfrom the date aninjured -worker fails to begin wage-regular or modified earning
employment, and the wnderthe-following conditions_have been met:

(a) The employer or insurer:

(A) Notifies the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner of the physical
tasks to be performed by the injured worker;

(B) Notifies the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner of the location of
the modified work offer; and

(C) Asks the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner if the worker can, as
a result of the compensable injury, physically commute to and perform the job.

(b) The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner _has agreeds the employment
appears to be within the worker’s capabilities, and considering the compensable injury
the worker is physically able to commute the lesser of:
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the-commute-is-within-the-physical-eapaeity-of the-worker(A) The distance from the

worker’s residence at the time of injury to the work site; or

(B) The distance from a worker’s residence at the time of the modified work offer to
the work site; and

(c) The employer or insurer has confirmed the offer of employment in writing to the
worker stating:

(A) The beginning time, date and place;

(B) The duration of the job, if known;

(C) The wages;

(D) An accurate description of the physical requirements of the job;

(E) That the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner has found the job to
be within the worker’s capabilities and the commute to be within the worker’s
physical capacity;

(F) The worker’s right to refuse the offer of employment without termination of
temporary total disability if any of the following conditions apply:

(1) The offer is at a site more than 50 miles from the location where the worker
was injured or where the worker customarily reported for work,where-the-werker
was-infared; unless the work site is less than 50 miles from the worker’s
residence, or the job at the time of injury involved multiple or mobile work sites
as established by the intent of the employer and worker at the time of hire or as

established-by-the employment pattern prier-tebefore the injury;

(i1) The offer is not with the employer at injury;

(i11) The offer is not at a work site of the employer at injury;

(iv) The offer is not consistent with existing written shift change policy or
common practice of the employer at injury or aggravation; or

(v) The offer is not consistent with an existing shift change provision of an
applicable union contract; and

(G) The following notice, in prominent or bold face type:

“If you refuse this offer of work for any of the reasons listed in this notice, you
should write to the insurer or employer and tell them your reason¢s) for refusing
the job. If the insurer reduces or stops your temporary total disability and you
disagree with that action, you have the right to request a hearing. To request a
hearing you must send a letter objecting to the insurer’s action¢s) to the
Worker’s Compensation Board, 2601 25th Street SE, Suite 150, Salem, Oregon
97302-1282.”
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(64) If the worker has been terminated from employment.

HYnder ORS-656325(5)b)tThe insurer shal-eeasemust stop paying temporary total
disability compensation and start paying temporary partial disability compensation under

seetton{Hr-as if the worker had begun the employment when-from the date the worker’s
attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner approves employment in a modified job
that would have been offered to the worker if the worker had not been terminated from
employment for violation of work rules or other disciplinary reasons, under the following
conditions:

(a) The employer has a written policy of offering modified work to injured workers;

(b) The insurer has written documentation of the hours available to work and the wages
that would have been paid if the worker had returned to work in order to determine the
amount of temporary partial disability compensation under section (1)_of this rule;

(c) The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner has been notified by the
employer or insurer of the physical tasks to be performed by the injured worker; and

(d) The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner agrees the employment
appears to be within the worker’s capabilities.

(#5) If the worker is in violation of federal immigration law.

Under- ORS-656-325(5)(e);the- The insurer shall-eeasemust stop paying temporary total
disability compensation and start paying temporary partial disability compensation-under

seetton{H as if the worker had begun the employment when the attending physician or
authorized nurse practitioner approves employment in a modified job whether or not such a
job is available if the worker is a person present in the United States in violation of federal
immigration laws, under the following conditions:

(aa) The insurer has written documentation of the hours available to work and the wages
that would have been paid if the worker had returned to work in order to determine the
amount of temporary partial disability compensation under section (1)_of this rule;

(bb) The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner has been notified by the
employer or insurer of the physical tasks that would have been performed by the injured
worker; and

(ec) The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner agrees the employment
appears to be within the worker’s capabilities.

(68) If the modified job no longer exists or offer is withdrawn.

Temporary partial disability must be paid at the full temporary total disability rate as of the
date a modified job no longer exists or the job offer is withdrawn by the employer.

(a) This section applies to situations including-tneludes, but is-not limited to, termination
of temporary employment, layoff, or plant closure.

-(b) AA worker who has been released to and doing modified work at the same wage as at
the time of injury from the onset of the claim_is subject to this section-shall-be-included-in
this-seetion.
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(c) For the purpose of this rule, when a worker who has been doing modified work quits
the job, or the employer terminates the worker for violation of work rules or other
disciplinary reasons, it is not a withdrawal of a job offer by the employer, but shall-must
be considered the same as the worker refusing wage earning employment under ORS
656.325(5)(a).

(d) This section does not apply to those situations described in sections (53), (64), and
(#5) of this rule.

(79)_Termination of temporary partial disability.

When the worker’s disability is partial only and temporary in character, temporary partial
disability compensation under ORS 656.212 shall-must continue until:

(a) The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner verifies that the worker can
no longer perform the modified job and is again temporarily totally disabled;

(b) The compensation is terminated by order of the divistendirector or by claim closure
by-the-insurer under ORS 656.268; or

(c) The compensation is lawfully suspended, withheld or terminated for any other reason.

(8H) Verbal release to work.

If temporary disability benefits end because the insurer or employer :

a&eﬁdmg—phyﬁemﬂ—&e%&mhef&edﬂm%pmemeﬂek&eﬁﬁeﬁ&énegotlates a Verbal release

of the worker to return to any type of work with the worker’s attending physician or

authorized nurse practitioner-as-a-result;-whenne-return-to-work-was-previoushy-authorized;,

and

b)yFthe worker has not already been informed of the release by the attending physician or
authorized nurse practitioner or returned to works, ther

te)Fthe insurer must:
(Aa) Document the facts;

(Bb) Communicate the release to the worker by mail within 7-seven days; the
communication to the worker of the negotiated return to work release may be contained
in an offer of modified employment; and

(€c) Advise the worker of their reinstatement rights under ORS chapter 659A.

(912) Changes in the rate of compensation.

When the insurer stops paying temporary total disability compensation and starts paying
temporary partial disability compensation, or otherwise changes the Fhe-insurermustprovide
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the-compensation rate or;-and the method of computation_of benefits under this rule, the
insurer must send written notice to the worker and worker’s attorney under OAR 436-060-

I e e

Statutory authority: ORS 656.212, 656.704, and 656.726(4)
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.212, 656.268, 656.325(5), 656.704, 656.726(4)

candscetion 12-(4he ) chapter 865 Oregon-Laws 200+

Hist: Amended 12/5/05 as WCD Admin. Order 05-077, eff. 1/1/06

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wecd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0035 Supplemental Disability for Workers with Multiple Jobs at the Time of
Injury
(1) Definitions.

For the purpose of this rule:

(ba) “Primary job” means the job at which the injury occurred, or the job where the

worker was emplovyed at the time of medical verification that the worker is unable to
work because of disability caused by occupational disease:;

(eb) “Secondary job” means any other job¢s) held by the worker in Oregon subject
employment at the time of injury;

(de) “Temporary disability” means wage loss replacement for the primary job.

(ed) “Supplemental disability” means wage loss replacement for the secondary job¢s) that
exceeds the temporary disability, up to, but not exceeding, the maximum established by
ORS 656.210-; and

13 1 . 29

(ge) “Insurer”_has the same meaning as OAR 436-060-0005(10), and also includes
service companyies.

(2) Election to process and pay supplemental disability.

An insurer may elect to be responsible for payment and processing of supplemental disability
benefits to a worker employed in more than one job at the time of injury. The insurer must
report their election to the director under OAR 436-060-0011(12).

(a) The election must be made by the insurer, and applies to all service companies an
insurer may use for processing claims.
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(b) The election remains in effect for all supplemental disability claims the insurer
receives until the insurer changes its election. An insurer may change its election once
after the director’s first audit of supplemental disability payments made by the insurer
and once each following year.

(¢) If the insurer has elected to process and pay supplemental disability benefits:

(A) The insurer must determine the worker’s ongoing entitlement to supplemental
disability;

(B) The insurer must pay the worker supplemental disability benefits simultaneously
with any temporary disability benefits due;

(C) The insurer must maintain a record of supplemental disability benefits paid to the
worker, separate from temporary disability benefits paid as a result of the job at

injury; and
(D) The director will reimburse the insurer for supplemental disability paid under
OAR 436-060-0500.

(d) If the insurer has elected not to process and pay supplemental disability benefits:

(A) The director will select an assigned processing administrator who is authorized to
process and pay supplemental disability benefits on behalf of the director;

(B) The assigned processing administrator must determine the worker’s ongoing
entitlement to supplemental disability and must pay the worker supplemental
disability benefits due once each 14 days: and

(C) The insurer and assigned processing administrator must cooperate and
communicate, as necessary, to coordinate benefits due.

(1) The assigned processing administrator must provide the insurer with any
verifiable documentation of wages from a secondary job received from the
worker: and

(i1) The insurer and assigned processing administrator must retain documentation
of shared information.

(32)_Eligibility for supplemental disability.

A worker who was employed at one or more secondary jobs with Oregon subject employers
at the time of injury or medical verification of an occupational disease may be eligible to
receive supplemental disability if:

(a) The worker provides notification of the secondary job to the insurer within 30 days of
the insurer’s receipt of the initial claim:

(b) The rate of compensation for wages at the primary job under OAR 436-060-0025 is
less than the maximum temporary disability rate established under ORS 656.210: and

(c) The worker provides verifiable documentation of the wages from any secondary jobs
at the time of injury or medical verification of an occupational disease within 60 days of
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the mailing date of the request for documentation sent under section (4) of this rule. For
each secondary job, the documentation must:

(A) Identify the Oregon subject emplover for each secondary job:

(B) Establish that the worker held the secondary job, in addition to the primary job, at
the time of injury or medical verification of occupational disease; and

(C) Provide adequate information to calculate the average weekly wage under OAR
436-060-0025.

(4) Determination of eligibility.

Upon receiving notification of a worker’s secondary j0b Fhe-the insurer must determine shall

dlsablhtv compensatlon for wages at the primary 10b under OAR 436-060-0025, and:

(a) If the resultrate of temporary disability compensation meets or exceeds the maximum
temporary disability rate, the worker is not eligible for supplemental disability benefits:;
or

(b) If the rate of temporary disability is less than the maximum temporary disability rate,
the worker may be eligible for supplemental disability benefits.

3) If the worker may be eligible for supplemental disability benefits, the insurer must:

worker a request for verifiable documentation of the worker’s wages from any

secondary jobs within five business days of notice or knowledge that the worker may
be eligible for supplemental disability benefits:+

(ai) The Send-the-worker-an-initial notice-request must informing the worker
what-type-of information-verifiable documentation the worker must submit to the
insurer or the-assigned processing administrator, -mustreeeive-to determine the
worker’s eligibility for supplemental disability:-

(i1) The request must clearly state that if the insurer or assigned processing
administrator does not receive the required

b} Clearly advise ket in the initial notice. that the | )
verifiable documentation within 60 days of the mailing date of the -netieerequest,
or-the insurer will determine the worker’s temporary disability rate based only on
the job at which the injury occurred, and the worker shall-will be found ineligible
for supplemental disability;—

(eB) If the insurer has elected not to process and pay supplemental disability benefits
under section (2) of this rule, the insurer must also send a -Ecopy _of the request to the
assigned processing administrators-. In addition to the requirements of this section, #
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poetice-request must also:

(1) eentain-Contain the name, address, email address, and telephone number of the
assigned processing administrator; ;-ane

(i1) must-eClearly advise the worker that the verifiable documentation must-_be
sent to the assigned processing administrator-; and

(C) The insurer or assigned processing administrator must determine the worker’s
eligibility for supplemental disability within 14 days of:

(1) Receipt of the worker’s verifiable documentation: or

(i1) The end of the 60-day period in the insurer’s request, if the worker does not

provide verifiable documentations.

&s&bﬁﬁ%&based—e&&m%ebﬁhmeh—mﬁnjw%emed—Any delay in the

payment of a higher disability rate because of the worker’s failure to provide verifiable
documentation under this paragraph-section will not result in a penalty under ORS
656.262(11).

(5) Notification of eligibility determination.

Within 14 days of recciving the worker™s verifiable documentation. (The insurer or the

assigned processing administrator must determine the worker’s eligibility for supplemental
disability and must communicate the deeisten-determination to the worker and the worker’s
representativeattorney, if any, in writing. -If the worker is found ineligible for supplemental
disability, tFhe letter must also advise the worker of -the reason why he/she-isthey are not
eligible, and when-thatis-the-deeistonand-how to appeal-the-deeiston; if the worker disagrees
with the deeistendetermination.

(76)_Calculation of supplemental disability.

The insurer or the assigned processing administrator must calculate supplemental disability
for an eligible worker by adding the weekly averages of the worker’s wages from each
secondary job as calculated under OAR 436-060-0025. For the purposes of calculating and
payment of supplemental disability:

436-060-0035 Page 44 436-060-0035



ORDER NO. 16-055
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

(a) The total rate of supplemental disability may not exceed the difference between the
maximum rate of temporary disability under ORS 656.210(1) and the rate of
compensation for wages under the worker’s primary job:

(b) No supplemental dlsablhtv is due for jobs where the rate of compensatlon is based on
an assumed wage; fe ninesth

(¢) In no case shalb-may an eligible worker receive less compensation than would be paid
if based solely on wages from the primary employer:-

(d) The worker’s scheduled days off for the primary job must be used to calculate and

pay supplemental disability; and

(H7) Partial disability.
Fo-establish-the-combined partial-disability benefits-wWhen the-a worker who is eligible to

receive supplemental disability benefits has post--injury wages from either the primary jobs;
or any secondary job:

(a) the-The insurer or the assigned processing administrator must calculate the rate of
temporary partlal drsablhtv due the worker under OAR 436- 060 0030 us&alcl—pest—mjury

pr%essmg—&dmmm&ateﬁnﬁstea}eu%at%ﬂ&%ameuﬂtdu%ﬂ&%weﬂe%based on the worker S

wages from both the primary and secondary jobs:

(b) The insurer or the assigned processing administrator must calculate the amount of

supplemental dlsablllty by subtractlng the —eembmed—wages—&t—mﬁua}#aﬂd—eembmed—pest

subtraeted—from the total ameuﬁt—rate of compensatlon due the Worker;;—th%remamder—rs

] : I disabili .
H2)-(c) If the worker receives pest-post-injury wages from the-the secondary job equal to

or greater than the secondary wages at the time of injury, no supplemental disability is
due-; and
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@3)(d) If the worker returns to a job not held at the time of the injury, the insurer or the
assigned processing administrator must process supplemental disability under the same
terms, conditions and limitations as OAR 436-060-0030.

(148) If temporary disability is not due from the primary job.

-Supplemental disability may be due on a nondisabling claim even if temporary disability is
not due from the primary job.

(a) Fhe-A nondisabling claim will not change to disabling status due to payment of
supplemental disability.

(b) When supplemental disability payments cease on a nondisabling claim, the insurer or
the assigned processing administrator must send the worker written notice advising the
worker that their supplemental disability payments have stopped and of the worker’s right
to appeal that action to the Workers’ Compensation Board within 60 days of the notice, if
the worker disagrees.

(379) Worker’s responsibilities.

A worker who is eligible for supplemental disability under seetion{5)-ef+this rule has an on-
going responsibility to provide information and documentation to the insurer or the assigned
processing administrator, even if temporary disability is not due from the primary job.

(2110) Hearings.

If a worker disagrees with the insurer’s or the assigned processing administrator’s decision
about the worker’s eligibility for supplemental disability or the rate of supplemental
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disability, the worker may request a hearing under OAR 436-060-0008before-the Hearings
Divisi F the Workers’ C o Board,

(a) If the worker eheoseste-requests a hearing on the insurer’s decision concerning the
worker’s eligibility for supplemental disability, the worker must submit an appeal of the
insurer’s or the assigned processing administrator’s decision within 60 days of the notice
in section (5) of this rule.

(b) Hewewver,+tThe insurer for the primary job is not required to contact the secondary job
employer. The worker is responsible to provide any necessary documentation.

(2211)_Sanctions.

An insurer whe-that elects not to process and pay supplemental disability benefits may be
sanctioned upon a worker’s complaint if the insurer delays sending necessary information to
the assigned processing administrator and that delay causes a delay in the worker receiving
supplemental disability benefits.

(2312) Third party recovery.

In the event of a third party recoverys-:

(a) previeusky-Previously reimbursed supplemental disability benefits are a portion of the
paying agency’s lien:; and

24)-(b) Remittance on recovered benefits shal-must be made to the department in the

quarter following the recovery in amounts determined in accordance with ORS 656.591
and ORS 656.593.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.210; 656:704;-and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.210, 656.212, -656.325(5), 656.704, 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0040 Payment of Permanent Partial Disability Compensation
(1) General.
A Ppermanent partial disability award exceeding $6,000 may be paid monthly by the insurer.
If it is paid monthly, it must be paid at 4.35 times the weekly temporary disability rate at the

time of closure. A permanent partial disability award less than $6.000 must be paid under
OAR 436-060-0060.

(2) Reopened claims.

If a claim is reopened as a result of a new medical condition, or an aggravation of the
conditions resulting from the worker’s compensable injury:the-weorker’s-aceepted

condition(s)_and temporary disability is duc
(a); any-Any permanent partial disability benefits due must continue; and

(b) If any temporary disability benefits are due, permanent partial disability benefits

mustte be paid concurrently. with-temperary-disabiity-benefits:

(3)_Training programs.
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If the worker begins a training program after claim closure, the insurer must suspend the
payment of any work disability award, but continue to pay any impairment award.

-The insurer must stop temporary disability compensation payments and resume any
award payments suspended under ORS 656.268(10) upon the worker’s completion or ending
of the training, unless the worker is not then medically stationary. H-ne-award-payment

Statutory authority: ORS-656-268(10); 656-704;-and-656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.216. ORS 656.268(10), 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 12/5/05 as WCD Admin. Order 05-077, eff. 1/1/06

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055. eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0045 Payment of Compensation Bduring Worker Incarceration
(1)_General.

A worker is not eligible to receive temporary disability compensation for periods of time
during which the worker is incarcerated for commission of a crime. All other compensation
benefits must be provided the worker as if the worker were not incarcerated, except as
provided in OAR 436-120. For the purpose of this rule:

(a) A worker is incarcerated for commission of a crime when:
(A) In pretrial detention;-; or
(B) Imprisoned following conviction for a crime; and-
(b) A worker is not incarcerated if the worker is on parole or work release status.

(2) Initiation of payments after incarceration.

-Temporary disability compensation, if due and payable, must be paid the worker within 14
days of the date the insurer becomes aware the worker is no longer incarcerated.

(3) Right to claim closure.

A worker who is incarcerated shallhavehas the same right to claim closure under ORS
656.268 as a worker who is not incarcerated. Any permanent disability awarded must be paid
the same as if the worker were not incarcerated.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.160, 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.160, 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/26/04 as WCD Admin. Order 04-064, eff. 1/1/05

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0055 Payment of Medical Services on Nondisabling Claims; Employer/Insurer
Responsibility
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(1) General.

Notwithstanding the choice made by the employer under seetion{2)-ofthis rule, the
employer and insurer must process the-nondisabling claims in accordance with all statutes
and rules governing claims processing. The employer, however, may reimburse the medical

service costs pald by the 1 insurer %&emp}eyekha&eheseﬂ%eﬂﬂak%s&eh—pa{m&e&ts#he

as prescribed in section (3) of

(2) Notice to employers.

PriortoBefore the commeneement-beginning of each policy year, the insurer must send-a
netiee-tonotify the insured or prospective insured_employer;-advising of the employer’s right
to reimburse medical service costs_on accepted, nondisabling claims up to the maximum

amount as published in Bulletin 345established-by-the-director-onaceepted, nondisabling

elaims. The notice must advise the employer:

(a) Of the procedure for making such payments as outlined in section (3) of this rule;

(b) Of the general impact on the employer if the employer chooses to make such
payments;

(c) That the employer is choosing not to participate if the employer does not respond in
writing within 30 days of receipt of the insurer’s notice;

(d) That the employer’s written election to participate in the reimbursement program
remains in effect, without further notice from the insurer, until the employer advises
otherwise in writing or is no longer insured by the insurer; and

(e) That the employer may participate later in the policy period upon written request to
the insurer, however, the earliest reimbursement period shall-beis the first completed
period, established under subsection (3)(a) of this rule, following receipt of the
employer’s request.

(3) Procedure for reimbursement.

If the employer wishes to make-sueh-reimbursesment the medical service costs paid by the
insurer, and hasse adviseds the insurer of their election to participate in the reimbursement

program in writing_under section (2) of this rule;the-precedure-forretmbursement-shall-be:

(a) Within 30 days following each three month period after policy inception or a period
mutually agreed upon by the employer and insurer, the insurer must provide the employer
with a list of all accepted nondisabling claims for which payments were made during that
period and the respective cost of each claim;-

436-060-0055 Page 49 436-060-0055



ORDER NO. 16-055
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

(b) The employer, no later than 30 days after receipt of the list, must identify those claims
and the dollar amount the employer wishes to pay for that period and reimburse the
insurer accordingly. The employer and insurer may, by written agreement, establish a
period in excess of 30 days for the employer to reimburse the insurer;:

(c) Failure by the employer to reimburse the insurer within the 30 days allowed by
subsection 3)(b) efthisrale-shall-will be deemed notice to the insurer that the employer
does not wish to make a reimbursement for that period; and-

(ed) -The insurer shal-must continue to bill the employer for any payments made on the
claims within 27 months of the inception of the policy period. Any further billing and
reimbursement will be made only by mutual agreement between the employer and the
insurer.

(4) Records.

The ilnsurers must maintain records of amounts reimbursed by employers for medical
services on nondisabling claims. For medical service costs reimbursed under this rule:

(a) The Insurersinsurers-hewever; shallmay not modify an employer’s experience rating
or otherwise make charges against the employer based on the costs-fer-any-medieal

servicesretmbursed-by-the-cmployers and-

(b) If theFer employer iss on a retrospective rated plans, the medical costs paid by the
employer on nondisabling claims must be included in the retrospective premium
calculation, but the insurer must apply the amount paid by the employer-shall-be-applied
as credits against the resulting retrospective premium.

(5)Reclassified claims.

If a claim changes from a nondisabling to a disabling claim and the insurer has recovered
reimbursement from the employer for medical costs billed by the insurer priertebefore the
change, the insurer shall-must exclude those amounts reimbursed from any experience rating,
or other individual or group rating plans of the employer. If the employer is on a
retrospective rated plan, the premium must be calculatedier shalb-be-as provided in section
(4) of this rule.

(6) Penalties.

Insurers whe-that do not comply with the requirements of this rule or in any way prohibit an
employer from reimbursing the insurer under section (3) of this rule, shall-may be subject to
a penalty as provided by OAR 436-060-0200(7).

(7) Self-insured employers.

Self-insured employers must maintain records of all amounts paid for medical services on
nondisabling claims #aeeordanee-withunder OAR 436-050-0220. When reporting loss data
for experience rating, the self-insured may exclude costs for medical services paid on
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nondisabling claims in amounts not to exceed the maximum amount published in Bulletin

Ol b b e e

Statutory authority: ORS 656.262(5), 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656.745

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262(5) (ch. 518, OL 2007), 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 11/1/07 as WCD Admin. Order 07-064, eff. 1/1/08

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0060 Lump Sum Payment of Permanent Partial Disability Awards
(1) General.

Under ORS-656:230in-all-eases-wWheren an award for permanent partial disability dees
noet-exeeedis -$6,000 or less, the insurer must pay al-ef-the total amount of the award to the
worker in a lump sum. When the award for permanent partial disability exceeds $6,000, the
insurer-may-approve-an-appheationfrom-the worker or worker’s representative-attorney for
may request a lump sum payment of all or part of the award. The insurer may only deny the
request for lump sum payment if any of the following apply:

(a) The worker has not waived the right to appeal the adequacy of the award,
(b) The award has not become final by operation of law;

(c-) The payment of compensation has been stayed pending a request for hearing or
review under ORS 656.313; or

(d) The worker is enrolled and actively engaged in training according to the rules adopted
pursuant-tounder ORS 656.340 and 656.726. For dates of injury priertebefore January 1,
2005, the insurer may not approve a request for lump sum payment of unscheduled
permanent disability. For dates of injury on or after January 1, 2005, the insurer may not
approve a request for lump sum payment of work disability when the worker:

(A) Has been found eligible for a vocational training program and will start the
program within 30 days of the date of the decision on the lump sum request;

(B) Is actively enrolled and engaged in a vocational training program under OAR
436-120; or

(C) Has temporarily withdrawn from saeh-a vocational training program.

(2)_ Application for approval.

When an insurer receives a request for a lump sum-appheation- payment from the worker or

the worker’s representativeattorney, the insurer must send thelump-sum-appheation;-Form
1174, "Application for Approval of Lump-sum Payment of Award." to the requestor within

ten-10 business days.

(3) Reopening of claims.

For the purpose of this rule, each opening of the claim is considered a separate claim and any
subsequent permanent partial disability award from a claim reopening is a new and separate
award. Additional award of permanent partial disability obtained through the appeal process
is considered part of the total cumulative award for the open period of that claim.
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(4)_Approved requests.

If the insurer agrees-approves with-the worker’s request for lump sum payment of a
permanent partial disability award in excess of $6,000, theythe insurer must make the lump
sum payment within 14 days of receipt of the signed application.

(5) Denied requests.

If the insurer disagrees-withdenies the worker’s request for lump sum payment of a
permanent partial disability award in excess of $6,000, the insurer must respond to the
requestor within 14 days of receiving the request explaining the reason for denying the lump
sum request.

(6) Claim disposition agreements.

A lump sum payment ordered in a litigation order or whieh-that is a part of a Eclaim
Bdisposition Aagreement under ORS 656.236 does not require further approval by the
insurer.

(7) Partial payments.

When a partiallump sum payment for only part of an award is approved by the insurer, it
shal-must be paid in addition to the regularly scheduled monthly payment. The remaining
balance shal-must be paid under ORS 656.216. Denial or partial approval of a request does
not prevent-preclude another request by the worker for a lump sum payment of all or part of
any remainder of the award, provided additional information is submitted.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.704 and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.230, 656.704, and 656.726(4)
Hist: Amended 12/15/08 as WCD Admin. Order 08-065, eff. 1/1/09
Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0095 Medical Examinations; Suspension of Compensation; and Independent
Medical Examination Notice

(1)_General.

A worker must submit to independent medical examinations reasonably requested by the
insurer or the director.

(a) The conditions of the examination must be consistent with conditions described in
OAR 436-010-0265.

(b) If Fhe-diviston-will-suspend-compensation-by-orderthe worker refuses or fails to

submit to, or otherwise obstructs, an independent medical examination reasonably
requested by the insurer or the director under ORS 656.325(1), the director may suspend
compensation by order:

-(A) underconditionssetforth-inthisrale—The worker must have the opportunity to
dispute the suspension of compensation priertebefore the director will issueanee of
the order:; and

(B) Compensation will be suspended until the examination has been completed. The
worker is not entitled to compensation during or for the period of suspension-when
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(c) Any action of a worker’s observer allowed under OAR 436-010-0265(5) friend-or
family-member-which-that obstructs the examination shall-may be considered an
obstruction of the examination by the worker for the purpose of this rule.

(d) The divistendirector may determine whether special circumstances exist that would
not warrant suspension of compensation for failure to attend or obstruction of the
examination.

msurer—er—thedrreeter—The insurer may request no more than three separate 1ndependent
medical examinations for each opening period-of a claim, except as provided under OAR

436-010. Examinations after the worker’s claim is closed are subject to limitations in ORS
656.268(8).

(43) Scheduling and notice to worker.

The i insurer may contract with a third party to schedule 1ndependent medical examlnatlons

53rHWhen an examination is scheduled by the insurer, or by arnether-a third party at the
request of the insurers-:

(a) the-The worker and the worker’s attorney, if any, shalh-must be simultaneously
notified in writing of the scheduled medical examination-snder-ORS-656-331;

(b) The notice shalk-must be sent-mailed at least 10 days priertebefore the examination;-

(c) If the third party notifies the worker of a scheduled examination on behalf of the
insurer, the appointment notice must be sent on the insurer’s stationery; and

(d) The notice sent for each appointment, including those which have been rescheduled,
must contain the following:

(aA) The name of the examiner or facility;

(bB) A statement of the specific purpose for the examination and, identification of the
medical specialties of the examiners;

(eC) The date, time and place of the examination;
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(dD) The first and last name of the attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner and verification that the attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner was informed of the examination by, at least, a copy of the appointment
notice, or a statement that there is no attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner, whichever is appropriate;

(eE) If applicable, confirmation that the director has approved the examination;

(#F) A statement Fhat-that the reasonable cost of public transportation or use of a
private vehicle will be reimbursed and that, when necessary, reasonable cost of child
care, meals, lodging and other related services will be reimbursed. A request for
reimbursement must be accompanied by a sales slip, receipt or other evidence
necessary to support the request. Should an advance of these costs be necessary for
attendance, a request for advancement must be made in sufficient time to ensure a
timely appearance;

(gG) A statement Fhat-that an amount will be paid equivalent to net lost wages for the
period during which it is necessary to be absent from work to attend the medical
examination if benefits are not received under ORS 656.210(4) during the absence;

(hH) A statement that Fhat-the worker has the right to have an observer present at the
examination, but the observer may not be compensated in any way for attending the
exam; however, for a psychological examination, the notice must explain that an
observer is allowed to be present only if the examination provider approves the
presence of an observer; and

(#) The following notice in prominent or bold face type:

“You must attend this examination. If there is any reason you cannot attend, you
must tell the insurer as soon as possible before the date of the examination. If
you fail to attend and do not have a good reason for not attending, or you fail to
cooperate with the examination, your workers’ compensation benefits may be
suspended in accordance with the workers’ compensation law and rules, ORS
656.325 and OAR 436-060. You may be charged a $100 penalty if you fail to
attend without a good reason or if you fail to notify the insurer before the
examination. The penalty is taken out of future benefits.

If you object to the location of this appointment you must contact the Workers’
Compensation Division at 1-800-452-0288 or 503-947-7585 within six business
days of the mailing date of this notice. If you have questions about your rights or
responsibilities, you may call the Workers’ Compensation Division at 1-800-452-
0288 or 503-947-7585 or the Ombudsman for Injured Workers at 1-800-927-
1271.”

(e6) The insurer must include with each appointment notice it sends to the worker:

(aA) Form 3921, “Request for Reimbursement of Expenses,” or A-a similar form for
requesting reimbursement; and
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(bB) Fhe-directorsbrochureForm 3923, Ferm440-3923-“Important Information
about Independent Medical Exams.:”

(74) Reimbursement of costs.

The insurer must reimburse the worker for a reasonable cost of public transportation or use of
a private vehicle and, when necessary, a reasonable cost of child care, meals, lodging and
other related services.

(a) To be reimbursed, the worker must submit a request for reimbursement accompanied
by a sales slip, receipt or other evidence necessary to support the request.

(b) If an advance of these costs is necessary for attendance, a request for advancement
must be made in sufficient time to ensure a timely appearances.

(c) Child care costs reimbursed at the rate prescribed by the State of Oregon Department
of Human Services, are considered to be reasonable eemply-withunder this rule.

(85) Requests to authorize suspension.

The director will consider requests to authorize suspension of benefits on accepted claims,
deferred claims, and denied claims in which the worker has appealed the insurer’s denial.
The request for suspension must be sent to the division. A copy of the request, including all
attachments, must be sent simultaneously to the worker and the worker’s attorney by
registered or certified mail or by personal service in the same manner as fer-a summons. The
request must include the following information:

(a) That the insurer requests suspension of benefits-compensation under ORS 656.325
and OAR 436-060-0095;

(b) The claim status and any accepted or newly claimed conditions;
(c) What specific actions of the worker prompted the request;

(d) The dates of any prior independent medical examinations the worker has attended in
the current open period of the claim and the names of the examining physicians or
facilities, or a statement that there have been no prior examinations, whichever is
appropriate;

(e) A copy of any approvals given by the director for more than three independent
medical examinations, or a statement that no approval was necessary, whichever is
appropriate;

(f) Any reasons given by the worker for failing to comply, whether or not the insurer
considers the reasons invalid, or a statement that the worker has not given any reasons,
whichever is appropriate;

(g) The date and with whom failure to comply was verified. Any written verification of
the worker’s refusal to attend the exam received by the insurer from the worker or the
worker’s representative-attorney will be sufficient documentation with which to request
suspension;
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(h) A copy of the letternotice required in section (35) and a copy of any written
verification received under subsection (58)(g) of this rule;

(1) Any other information whieh-that supports the request; and
(j) The following notice in prominent or bold face type:

“Notice to worker: If you think this request to suspend your compensation is wrong,
you should immediately write to the Workers’ Compensation Division, 350 Winter
Street NE, PO Box 14480, Salem, Oregon 97309-0405. Your letter must be mailed
within 10 days of the mailing date of this request. If the division grants this request,
you may lose all or part of your benefits. If your claim has not yet been accepted,
your future benefits, if any, will be jeopardized.”

(96) Effective date of suspension.

If the divisten-director eensents-toauthorizes the suspension ofd compensation, the
suspension shalk-will be effective from the date the worker fails to attend an examination or
such other date the divistendirector deems appropriate until the date the worker undergoes an
examination scheduled by the insurer or director. Any delay in requesting consent for
suspension may result in authorization being denied or the date of authorization being
modified.

(107) Reinstatement of benefits.

The insurer must assist the worker in meeting requirements necessary for the resumption of
compensation payments. When the worker has undergone the independent medical
examination, the insurer must verify the worker’s participation and reinstate compensation
effective the date of the worker’s compliance.

(H38) Claim closure.

If the worker makes no effort to reinstate compensation in an accepted claim within 60 days
of the mailing date of the consent to suspend order, the insurer must close the claim under
OAR 436-030-0034(#8).

(329) Denial of suspension.

If the d+vistendirector denies the insurer’s request for suspension of compensation, the
insurer will be #-shal-premptlynotifiedy the-insurer-of the reason for denial. Failure to
comply with one or more of the requirements addressed in this rule may be grounds for
denial of the insurer’s request.

(1310) Other actions by the director.

The divistendirector may also take the following actions concerning the suspension of
compensation:

(a) Modify or set aside the order of consent before or after filing-ef-a request for hearing
1s filed:-

(b) Order payment of compensation previously suspended where-when the
drvistendirector finds the suspension to have been made in error; and-
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(c) Re-evaluate the necessity of continuing a suspension.
(1411) Final orders.

An order becomes final unless, within 60 days after the date of mailing of the order, a party

files a request for hearing on the order with the Hearings Division-efthe-Werkers”
Statutory authority: ORS 656.325, 656.704, and 656.726(4)
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.325, 656.704, and 656.726(4)
Hist: Amended 3/1/11 as Admin. Order 11-052, eff. 4/1/11

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055. eff. 1/1/17
See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0105 Suspension of Compensation for Insanitary or Injurious Practices,
Refusal of Treatment or Failure to Participate in Rehabilitation; Reduction of Benefits

(1)_General.

The diviston-director wi-may suspend compensation by order when the worker commits
insanitary or injurious acts that imperil or delay recovery; refuses to submit to medical or
surgical treatment reasonably required to promote recovery; or fails or refuses to participate
in a physical rehabilitation program.

(a) under-conditions—set-forth-inthisrale-The worker must have the opportunity to
dispute the suspension of compensation priertebefore-issuanee-of the director will issue

an order.

(b) The worker is not entitled to compensation durmg or for the perlod of suspens10n

(2) Notice to worker.

The insurer must demand in writing the worker either immediately cease all actions which
imperil or retard-delay recovery or immediately begin to change the inappropriate behavior,
and part1c1pate in actlvmes needed to help the worker recover from the 1nJury Sﬂeh—aeﬁeﬂs

&#mg%eq&&&ekpa%%mﬁa—phyﬁeal—rehabfhmﬂeﬂ—pfegﬁ&m—Each tlme the msurer sends such a

notice to the worker, the written demand must contain the following information, and a copy
shall-must be sent simultaneously to the worker’s attorney and attending physician:

(a) A description of the unacceptable actions;

(b) Why such conduct is inappropriate, including the fact that the conduct is harmful or
retards-delays the worker’s recovery, as appropriate;

(c) The date by which the inappropriate actions must stop, or the date by which
compliance is expected, including what the worker must specifically do to comply; and,

(d) The following notice of the consequences should the worker fail to correct the
problem, in prominent or bold face type:
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“If you continue to do insanitary or injurious acts beyond the date in this letter, or
fail to consent to the medical or surgical treatment which is needed to help you
recover from your injury, or fail to participate in physical rehabilitation needed to
help you recover as much as possible from your injury, then we will request the
suspension of your workers’ compensation benefits. In addition, you may also have
any permanent disability award reduced in accordance with ORS 656.325 and OAR
436-060.”

(3) Failure or refusal to accept medical treatment.

For the purposes of this rule, failure or refusal to accept medical treatment means the worker
fails or refuses to remain under a physician’s or authorized nurse practitioner’s care or abide
by a treatment regimen. A treatment regimen includes, but is not limited to a prescribed diet,
exercise program, medication or other activity prescribed by the physician or authorized
nurse practitioner that is designed to help the worker reach maximum recovery and become
medically stationary.

(4) Request for suspension of benefits.

The insurer must verify whether the worker complied with the request for cooperation on the
date specified in subsection (2)(c)_of this rule. If the worker initially agrees to comply, or
complies and then refuses or fails to continue doing so, the insurer is not required to send
further notice before requesting suspension of compensation.

(5a) -The request for suspension must be sent to the division. A copy of the request,
including all attachments, must be sent simultaneously to the worker and the worker’s
attorney, if any, by registered or certified mail or by personal service as for a summons.

(b) The request must include the following information:

(aA) That the request for suspension is made in accordance with ORS 656.325 and
OAR 436-060-0105;

(bB) A description of the actions of the worker that prompted the request, including
whether such actions continue;

(eC) Any reasons offered by the worker to explain the behavior, or a statement that
the worker has not provided any reasons, whichever is appropriate;

(dD) How, when, and with whom the worker’s failure or refusal was verified;
(eE) A copy of the letternotice required in section (2)_of this rule;

(#F) Any other relevant information including, but not limited to; chart notes, surgical
or physical therapy recommendations/prescriptions, and all recommendations from
the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner-recommendations; and

(gG) The following notice in prominent or bold face type:

“Notice to worker: If you think this request to suspend your compensation is
wrong, you should immediately write to the Workers’ Compensation Division,
350 Winter Street NE, PO Box 14480, Salem, Oregon 97309-0405. Your letter
must be mailed within 10 days of the mailing date of this request. If the division
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authorizes suspension of your compensation and you do not correct your
unacceptable actions or show us a good reason why they should be considered
acceptable, we will close your claim.”

(6¢) Any delay in obtaining confirmation or in requesting eensentforthe suspension of
compensation may result in authorization being denied or the date of authorization being
modified by the date of actual confirmation or the date the request is received by the
division.

€(d7) -If the divistendirector eoneurs-with-the requestapproves authorization of
suspension of compensation:

(A) sitshalissue-aAn order will be issued suspending compensation from a date
established under subsection (52)(c) of this rule until the worker complies with the
insurer’s request for cooperation. Where the worker is suspended for a pattern of
noncooperation, the divistendirector may require the worker to demonstrate
cooperation before restoring reinstating compensation;:

(B) €8)-The insurer must make all reasonable efforts to assist the worker to reinstate
benefits when the worker demonstrates the willingness to make such efforts::

(C) The insurer must monitor the claim to determine if and when the worker complies
with the insurer’s requests:;

(1) When cooperation resumes, payment of compensation must resume effective
the date cooperation was resumed;-

(+0i1) -If the worker makes no effort to reinstate benefits within 60 days of the
mailing date of the eensent-suspension order, the insurer must close the claim
under OAR 436-030-0034;-

(D) The director may modify or set aside the suspension order before or after filing of
a request for hearing:-

(E) The director may order payment of compensation previously suspended where the
director finds the suspension to have been made in error::

(F) The director may re-evaluate the necessity of continuing a suspension: and-
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(G13) -AnThe order will becomes final unless, within 60 days after the date of
mailing of the order, a party files a request for hearing on the order with the Hearings

Division-efthe-Werkers™ Compensation Board.

(e) If the director denies the insurer’s request for suspension of compensation, the insurer
will be notified of the reason for denial. The insurer’s failure to comply with one or more
of the requirements addressed in this rule may be grounds for denial of the insurer’s

request.
(354)_Requests to reduce benefits.

The director may reduce any benefits awarded the worker under ORS 656.268 when the
worker has unreasonably failed to follow medical advice, or failed to participate in a physical
rehabilitation or vocational assistance program prescribed for the worker under ORS chapter
656 and OAR chapter 436. Such benefits must be reduced by the amount of the increased
disability reasonably attributable to the worker’s failure to cooperate.

(a) When an insurer submits a request to reduce benefits under this section, the insurer
must:

(aA) Specify the basis for the request;
(bB) Include all supporting documentation;

(eC) Send a copy of the request, including the supporting documentation, to the
worker and the worker’s representativeattorney, if any, by certified mail; and

(dD) Include the following notice in prominent or bold face type:

“Notice to worker: If you think this request to reduce your compensation is
wrong, you should immediately write to the Workers’ Compensation Division,
350 Winter Street NE, PO Box 14480, Salem, Oregon 97309-0405. Your letter
must be mailed within 10 days of the mailing date of this request. If the division
grants this request, you may lose all or part of your benefits.”

(b15) -The divistondirector shal-will premptiy-make a decision on a request to reduce
benefits and notify the parties of the decision. The insurer’s failure to comply with one or
more of the requirements addressed in this rule may be grounds for denial of the request
to reduce benefits.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.325, 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.325, 656.704, and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0135 Injured Worker, Worker’s Representative-Attorney Responsible to Assist
in Investigation; Suspension of Compensation and Notice to Worker

(1) Worker’s responsibility to assist in investigation.
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A worker must submit to and fully cooperate with in person or telephone interviews and
other formal or informal information gathering techniques reasonably requested by the
insurer. Interviews may be recorded on audio or video by one or more of the parties if prior
written notice is given of the intent to record an interview.

(2) Request to suspend compensation.

-The insurer may request for the director to suspend compensation by order wWhen the
worker refuses or fails to cooperate in an investigation of an initial claim for compensation, a
claim for a new medical condition, a claim for an omitted medical condition, or an
aggravation claim as required by ORS 656.262(14), under the following conditions:;

: . ~tThe insurer must notify the
worker in writing that an interview or deposition has been scheduled, or of other

investigation requirements:

-and-mustgive-the-workeratleast 14-daysto-cooperate—(A) The notice must be sent
to the worker and copied to the worker’s attorney, if anyrepresented, anand must
contain the following:

(1) advise-the-werker-oftThe date, time and place of the interview;
(i1) and/er-aAny other reasonable investigation requirements;=

tThat the interview, deposition, or any other investigation requirements are related
to the worker’s compensation claim; and-

(iv) Fhenotice-must-alse-containtThe following statement in prominent or bold
face type:

“The workers’ compensation law requires injured workers to cooperate and
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assist the insurer or self-insured employer in the investigation of claims for
compensation. Injured workers are required to submit to and fully cooperate
with personal and telephonic interviews and other formal or informal
information gathering techniques. If you fail-tedo not reasonably cooperate
with the investigation of this claim, payment of your compensation benefits
may be suspended and your claim may be denied in accordance with ORS
656.262 and OAR 436-060.”

(B) If the insurer contracts with a third party to investigate the claim, the notice must
be on the insurer’s stationery and must meet the requirements of this section; and

(C) The worker must be given 14 days to cooperate with the notice.

(5b) The director will consider requests to authorize suspension of benefits only after the
worker has been given at least 14 days to cooperate with the notice under subsection (a)
of this rule: and under the following conditions:

(A) The director will only consider requests in claims on which no acceptance or
denial has been issued;

(B) The worker must have the opportunity to submit information disputing the
insurer’s request for suspension of compensation before the director will issue an
order;

(C) The director may determine whether special circumstances exist that would not
warrant suspension of compensation for failure to cooperate with an investigation;

(D) The insurer must make the request to suspend benefits to the director in writing,

and must%%eqaes&fe%s&spe&ae&m%&b&s%&th&dﬁéﬁm%eﬁhﬁ—daﬁ—m

&&ﬂ&e%&&&eﬂ—bem-g—demed— send A—a a copy of the request 1nc1ud1ng all attachments,
must-be-sent-simultaneously to the worker and the worker’s attorney, if any by

registered or certified mail or by personal service-;

(E) The insurer’s request must include the following information sufficient to show
the worker’s failure to cooperate:

(a1) That the insurer requests suspension of benefits under ORS 656.262(15) and
this rule;

(bii) Documentation of the specific actions of the worker or worker’s
representative-attorney that prompted the request;
(eiil) Any reasons given by the worker for failure to comply, or a statement that

the worker has not given any reasons;whicheveris-appropriate;
(div) A copy of the notice required in section (42) of this rule; and

(ev) All other pertinent information, including, but not limited to, a copy of the
claim for a new or omitted condition when that is what the insurer is
investigating;-
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(6¢)-_After receiving the insurer’s request to suspend benefits, asrequired-inseetion{5)-of
thisrale-the divistendirector will prempthynotify all parties that:

(A) the-The worker’s benefits will be suspended in five working days unless:

(1) the-The worker or the worker’s attorney contacts the division by telephone or
mails a letter documenting that the failure to cooperate was reasonable; -or

(i1) vrlesstThe insurer notifies the division that the worker is now cooperating:;

(B) Fhenotice-of the-diviston-will-alse-advise-that- Tthe insurer’s obligation to accept
or deny the claim within 60 days is suspended unless the insurer’s request is filed
with the division after the 60 days to accept or deny the claim has expired-::

(d) €9-1f the worker cooperates afterthe-insurerhasrequested-suspensionwithin five days

of the director’s notice under subsection (c), the insurer must notify the divisten-director
immediately to withdraw the suspension request. Upon receiving the insurer’s
notification:-

(A) The diviston-director will notify all the parties_of the withdrawal-; and

-(B) The director may issue aAn order may-be-tssued-identifying the dates during
which the insurer’s obligation to accept or deny the claim was suspended;-

(8¢) If the worker contacts the divisions and documents the failure to cooperate was
reasonable within five days of the director’s notice under subsection (c), the
divistendirector will not suspend payment of compensation. However, an order may be
issued identifying the dates during which the insurer’s obligation to accept or deny the
claim was suspended; and-

(99) If the worker has not_cooperated with the investigation, or documented that the
failure to cooperate was reasonable within five days of the director’s notice under
subsection (c), the diviston-director will issue an order suspending all or part of the
payment of compensation to the worker-:

(A) The suspension of compensation will be effective from the fifth working day after

the date of the director’s notice is-previded-by-the-divistonasrequired-byunder
subsection (c){6)-ofthisrule-, and -The-suspension-of compensation-shall-will remain

in effect until the worker cooperates with the investigation-;

(B) If the Fhe-worker begins cooperating with the investigation, the and-insurer must

notify-the-divistonreinstate the worker’s benefits immediatelyimmediately; or-when
the worker cooperates with the investigation.

(C) If the worker makes no effort to reinstate-compensationcooperate within 30 days
of the date of the notice, the insurer may deny the claim under ORS 656.262(15) and

OAR 436-060-0140-0)(8).
(103) Request for penalty against worker’s attorney.
Hnder ORS-656:262-(14);-aAn insurer whe-that believes-believes that a worker’s attorney’s

unwillingness or unavailability to participate in an interview is unreasonable may notify the
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director in writing and the divisiendirector will consider assessment of a civil penalty against
the attorney of not more than $1,000.

(a) The worker’s attorney must have the opportunity to dispute the allegation prier
tebefore the-issuanee-of-a penalty is assessed.

Neotice-under-this-seetion-must-be-sent-to-the-diviston—(b) A copy of the notice must be
sent simultaneously to the worker and the worker’s attorney. Notice to the division by the
insurer must contain the following information:

(aA) What specific actions of the attorney prompted the request;
(bB) Any reasons given by the attorney for failing to participate in the interview; and
(eC) A copy of the request for interview sent to the attorney.

(H4)_Failure to comply with this rule.

Failure to comply with the requirements of this rule will be grounds for denial of the
insurer’s request. Any delay in requesting suspension under section (2) of this rule may result
in authorization being denied.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.704 and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262-(OregonEaws2009;-¢h-—526), 656.704, 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0137 Vocational Evaluations for Permanent Total Disability Benefits; and
Suspension of Compensation

(1) Requests for vocational evaluations.

A worker receiving permanent total disability benefits must attend a vocational evaluation
reasonably requested by the insurer or the director.-

(2) Allowed number of vocational evaluations.

The insurer may request no more than three separate vocational evaluations_without

authorization from the director. —@eeept—as—pfewded—uﬂder—th}s—m—}%

authorization -from the director for addltlonal vocational evaluations may be assessed a civil

penalty.
(a) FhepreecessforTo requestting authorization_the insurer must: is-asfellows:

(aA) Fhe-msurermust-sSubmit a written request for authorization-te-the-directorina
femaﬂd—fefma{—&sqafese%ed—byth%dﬁeetef that -whieh-includes-butisnetlimited

(1) the-The reasons for an additional vocational evaluation;

(i1) Tthe conditions to be evaluated;
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(iii) The dates, times, places, and purposes of previous evaluations;

(iv) Ceopies of previous vocational evaluation notification letters to the worker;
and

(v) any-Any other information requested by the director;:-and

(bB) PFhe-insurermust-provide a copy of the request to the worker and the worker's
attorney, if any.
(3b) The director will review the request and determine if additional information is
needed.

-(A) Upon receipt of a request for additional information from the director, the parties
will have 14 days to respond.

(B) If the parties do not provide the requested information, the director will approve
or disapprove the request for authorization based on available information.

(4c) The director’s decision approving or denying more than three vocational evaluations

may be appealed to the Hearings Division-efthe-Werkers-CempensationBeard within 60
days of the order.

(5d) -For purposes of determining the number of insurer required vocational evaluations,
any evaluations scheduled but not completed are not counted as a statutory vocational
evaluation.

(#3) Notice to worker.

The insurer must notify the worker of the evaluation netice-must-be-sentto-the-wotker-at
least 10 days priertebefore the date of evaluation.

(a) The notice sent for each evaluation, including these-whiehevaluations that have been
rescheduled, must contain the following:

(aA) The name of the vocational assistance provider or facility;
(bB) A statement of the specific purpose for the evaluation;
(eC) The date, time and place of the evaluation;

(dD) The first and last name of the attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner or a statement that there is no attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner, whichever is appropriate;

(eE) If applicable, confirmation that the director has approved the evaluation;

(#F) Notice to the worker that the reasonable cost of public transportation or use of a
private vehicle will be reimbursed; when necessary, reasonable cost of child care,
meals, lodging and other related services will be reimbursed; a request for
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reimbursement must be accompanied by a sales slip, receipt or other evidence
necessary to support the request; should an advance of costs be necessary for
attendance, a request for advancement must be made in sufficient time to ensure a
timely appearance; and

(gG) The following notice in prominent or bold face type:

“You must attend this vocational evaluation. If there is any reason you cannot
attend, you must tell the insurer as soon as possible before the date of the
evaluation. If you fail- tedo not attend or fail-tedo not -cooperate, or do not have
a good reason for not attending, your compensation benefits may be suspended
in accordance with the workers’ compensation law and rules, ORS 656.206 and
OAR 436-060. If you have questions about your rights or responsibilities, you
may call the Workers’ Compensation Division at 1-800-452-0288 or the
Ombudsman for Injured Workers at 1-800-927-1271.”

(b) The insurer may contract with a third party to schedule vocational evaluations. If the
third party notifies the worker of a scheduled evaluation on behalf of the insurer, the third
party must send the notice on the insurer’s stationery and the notice must meet the
requirements of this section.

(84) Reimbursements of costs.

The insurer must pay the costs of the vocational evaluation and related services reasenably
necessary to allow the worker to attend the evaluation, including a reasonable cost of public
transportation or use of a private vehicle, and when necessary, a reasonable cost of child care,
meals, lodging and other related services. Child care costs reimbursed at the rate prescribed
by the State of Oregon Department of Human Services, comply with this rule.

(95) Suspension of compensation.

When the worker refuses or fails to attend, or otherwise obstructs, a vocational evaluation
reasonably requested by the insurer or the director-under-ORS-656-206, the divistendirector
may suspend the worker’s compensation_by order, under the following conditions:-

6)-(a) The insurer must send the request for suspension to the division. A copy of the
request, including all attachments, must be sent simultaneously to the worker and the
worker’s attorney by registered or certified mail or by personal service;=

(b) The request must include the following information:

(aA) That the insurer requests suspension of benefits under ORS 656.206 and OAR
436-060-0137;

(bB) What specific actions of the worker prompted the request;

(eC) The dates of any prior vocational evaluations the worker has attended and the
names of the vocational assistance provider or facilities, or a statement that there have
been no prior evaluations, whichever is appropriate;

(dD) A copy of any approvals given by the director for more than three vocational
evaluations, or a statement that no approval was necessary, whichever is appropriate;
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(eE) Any reasons given by the worker for failing to attend, whether or not the insurer
considers the reasons invalid, or a statement that the worker has not given any
reasons, whichever is appropriate;

(fF) The date and with whom failure to comply was verified. Any written verification
of the worker’s refusal to attend the vocational evaluation received by the insurer
from the worker or the worker’s representative-attorney will be sufficient
documentation with which to request suspension;

(gG) A copy of the letter required in section (#3) of this rule and a copy of any
written verification received under subseetion-paragraph (+0F) of this subsection();

(hkH) Any other information whieh-that supports the request; and

(#) The following notice in prominent or bold face type:

“Notice to worker: If you think this request to suspend your compensation is
wrong, you should immediately write to the Workers’ Compensation Division,
350 Winter Street NE, PO Box 14480, Salem, Oregon 97309-0405. Your letter
must be mailed within 10 days of the mailing date of this request. If the division
grants this request, you may lose all or part of your benefits.”

(2¢) -If the divistendirector suspends compensation:

(A) sthe-The suspension will be effective from the date the worker fails to attend a
vocational evaluation or such other date the divisiendirector deems-determines is
appropriate until the date the worker attends the evaluation;-

(B) The worker is not entitled to compensation during or for the period of suspension;

(13C) The insurer must assist the worker to meet requirements necessary for the
resumption of compensation payments. When the worker has attended the vocational
evaluation, the insurer must verify the worker’s participation and resume
compensation effective the date of the worker’s compliance; -

(#4D) -The divistondirector may alse:

ta-Mmodify or set aside the suspension order before or after filing of a request for
hearing;

(bE) The director may Order-order payment of compensation previously suspended
where the divistendirector finds the suspension to have been made in error; erand

(eF)_The director may Rre-evaluate the necessity of continuing a suspension;:
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(d) If the insurer fails to comply with this rule, the director may deny the request for
suspension. Any delay in requesting suspension may result in suspension being denied or
the date of suspension being modified; and

(+5¢) -A suspension order becomes final unless, within 60 days after the date of mailing
of the order, a party files a request for hearing on the order with the Hearings Division-ef

e e e e

Statutory authority: ORS 656.726

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.206)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17
See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0140 Acceptance or Denial of a Claim
(1)_Claim investigations.

-The insurer is required to conduct a “reasonable” investigation based on all available
information in aseertaining-determining whether to deny a claim.

(a) A reasonable investigation is whatever steps a reasonably prudent person with
knowledge of the legal standards for determining compensability would take in a good
faith effort to ascertain the facts underlying a claim, giving due consideration to the cost
of the investigation and the likely value of the claim.

(2b) In determining whether an investigation is reasonable, the director will only look at
information contained in the insurer’s claim record at the time of denial. The insurer may
not rely on any fact not documented in the claim record at the time of denial to establish
that an investigation was reasonable.

(32) Notice to worker.

The insurer must give the elaimantworker written notice of acceptance or denial of a claim
within_the following time frames:

(a)_For claims with a date of injury before January 1, 2002, within -90 days after-of:

(A) the-The employer’s notice or knowledge of an initial claim;

(B) extThe insurer’s receipt of a ferm-Form 827 signed by the worker or the worker’s
representativeattorney, and the worker’s attending physician indicating an
aggravation claim; or

(C) written-Written notice of a new medical condition claim;fer-elaims-with-a-date-of
-~ . | L 2002:

(b)_For claims with a date of injury on or after January 1, 2002, within 60 days after:

(A) the-The employer’s notice or knowledge of an initial claim

(B) -erthThe insurer’s receipt of a form-Form 827 signed by the worker or the
worker’s representative-attorney and the worker’s attending physician indicating an
aggravation claim; or

(C) written-Written notice of a new medical or omitted condition claim; or
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cor-clai o d i cror ] _2002:
(c) For claims with any date of injury, if 99-days-afterthe-employer’snotice-or

knewledge-of the-elaimifthe worker challenges the location of an independent medical
examination under OAR 436-010-0265 and the challenge is upheld, regardless-ofthe-date

efinjarywithin 90 days after the employer’s notice or knowledge of the claim.

(43) Penalty for untimely acceptance and denials.

The director may assess a penalty under OAR 436-060-0200 against any insurer delinquent
in accepting or denying a claim beyond the days-time frame requlred Hﬁkunder section (32) of
this rule-#s : : : -
quarter-

(54) Notice of acceptance.

A notice of acceptance must comply with ORS 656.262(6)(b) and therules-of Practice-and
Procedure for Contested Cases under the Workers™ Compensation Law. OAR chapter 438. It
must include a current mailing date, be addressed to the worker, be copied to the worker’s
representativeattorney, if any, and the worker’s attending physician, and describe to the
worker:

(a) What conditions are compensable;
(b) Whether the claim is disabling or nondisabling;

(c) The Expedited Claim Service, of hearing and aggravation rights concerning
nondisabling injuries including the right to object to a decision that the injury is
nondisabling by requesting the insurer review the status;

(d) The employment reinstatement rights and responsibilities under ORS chapter 659A;

(e) Assistance available to employers from the Re-employment Assistance Program
under ORS 656.622;

(f) That claim related expenses paid by the worker must be reimbursed by the insurer
when requested in writing and accompanied by sales slips, receipts, or other reasonable
written support, for meals, lodging, transportation, prescriptions and other related
expenses. The worker must be advised of the two year time limitation to request
reimbursement as provided in OAR 436-009-0025¢1) and that reimbursement of expenses
may be subject to a maximum established rate;

(g) That if the worker believes a condition has been incorrectly omitted from the notice of
acceptance, or the notice is otherwise deficient, the worker must first communicate the
objection to the insurer in writing specifying either that the worker believes the condition
has been incorrectly omitted or why the worker feels the notice is otherwise deficient;

and

(h) That if the worker wants the insurer to accept a claim for a new medical condition, the
worker must put the request in writing, clearly identify the condition as a new medical
condition, and request formal written acceptance of the condition.

(56) Notice of acceptance, fatal claims.
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In the case of a On-fatal claims, the notice must be addressed “to the estate of” the worker
and the requirements #-of subsection (54)(a) through (h) of this rule shall-must not be
included.

(76) Initial, updated, and modified notices of acceptance.

(a) The first acceptance issued on the claim must contain the title “Initial Notice of
Acceptance” near the top of the notice. Any notice of acceptance must contain all
accepted conditions at the time of the notice.

(b) When an insurer closes a claim, it must issue an “Updated Notice of Acceptance at

Closure” under OAR 436 030 0015 Addmeﬂ&Hy—when—reepemng—a—eLamr—th%neﬁeeef

correct an omission or error in an “Updated N0t1ce of Acceptance at Closure under
OAR 436-030-0015(1)(c)(D), the insurer must add the word “Corrected” to the notice.

(c) B :
medwal—er—ether—r-nfermaﬂen—eh&nges—An insurer must issue a “Modlﬁed Notice of
Acceptance” (MNOA) when-they the insurer:

(aA) Accepts a new or omitted condition: on a nondisabling claim, while a disabling
claim is open or after claim closure;

(bB) Accepts an aggravation claim;
(eC) Changes the disabling status of the claim; or

(dD) Amends a notice of acceptance, including correcting a clerical error, except for
an error or omission on an “Updated Notice of Acceptance at Closure.”

(79)_Acceptance of new or omitted conditions.

When an insurer accepts a new or omitted condition on a closed claim, the insurer must
reopen the claim and process it to closure under ORS 656.262 and 656.267._ When a claim is
reopened, the notice of acceptance must specify the conditions for which the claim is being

reopened.
(108) Notice of denial to worker.

-A notice of denial must comply with the-reles-ef Practice-and Procedure-for Contested-Cases
under-the-WorkersCeompensationaw;-OAR chapter 438, and must:

(a) Specify the factual and legal reasons for the denial, including the worker’s right to
request a Wworker Rrequested Mmedical Eexamination and a specific statement
indicating if the denial was based in whole or part on an independent medical
examination, under ORS 656.325, and one of the following statements, as appropriate:

(A) “Your attending physician agreed with the independent medical examination
report”;-er
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(B) “Your attending physician did not agree with the independent medical
examination report”; or

(C) “Your attending physician has not commented on the independent medical
examination report”’; ane

(b) Inform the worker of the Expedited Claim Service and of the worker’s right to a
hearing under ORS 656.283 -

(c) If the denial is under ORS 656.262(15), it must inform the worker that a hearing may
occur sooner if the worker requests an expedited hearing under ORS 656.291; and-

(d) If paragraph (+88)(a)(B)_of this rule-abeve applies, the denial notice must also include
the division’s Wweb-site address and toll free phone Ifehnenumber for the worker’s use
in obtaining a brochure about the Wworker Rrequested Mmedical Eexamination.

(9H) Notice of denial to provider of medical services and health insurance.

The insurer must send notice of the denial to each provider of medical services, and health
insurance_as defined under ORS 731.162, when compensability of any portion of a claim for
medical services is denied when any of the following applies:

(a) The denial is sent to the worker;

(b) Within 14 days of receipt of any billings from medical providers not previously
notified of the denial. The notice must advise the medical provider of the status of the
denial; or

(c) Within 60 days of the date when compensability of the claim has been finally
determined or when disposition of the claim has been made. The notification must
include the results of the proceedings under ORS 656.236 or 656.289(4) and the amount
of any settlement.

(102) Payment of compensation.

The insurer must pay compensation due under ORS 656.262 and 656.273 until the claim is
denied, except where there is an issue concerning the timely filing of a notice of accident as
provided in ORS 656.265(4). The employer may elect to pay compensation under this section
in lieu of the insurer doing so. The insurer must report to the division payments of
compensation made by the employer as if the insurer had made the payment.

(113) Medical benefits and funeral expenses.

Compensation payable to a worker or the worker’s beneficiaries while a claim is pending
acceptance or denial does not include:

(a) tThe costs of medical benefits; or

(b) burialThe cost of final disposition of the body or funeral expenses.

Statutory authority: ORS 656-704-and-656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262-(OregonEaws2009;-¢h-—526), 656.325, 656:704; and 656.726(4)
Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .
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436-060-0147 Worker Requested Medical Examination
(1)_Eligibility.
The director shall-will determine the worker’s eligibility for a Wworker Rrequested

Mmedical Eexamination {Exam)-under ORS 656.325(1). The worker is eligible for an exam
if:
(a) the-The worker has made a timely request for a Workers’ Compensation Board
hearing on a denial of compensability as required by ORS 656.319(1)(a); and

(b) the-The denial was based on one or more findependent Mmedical Eexamination
reports; and

(c) with-whieh-the-The attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner disagreeddid
not concur with the report or reports.

(2)_Request for exam.

The worker must submit a request for the exam to the direeterdivision. A copy of the request

must be sent simultaneously to the insurer-ersel-insured-employer. The request must
include:

(a) The name, address, and claim identifying information of the injured-worker;

(b) A list of physicians, including name¢s) and addressfes}, who have previously provided
medical services to the worker on theis claim, or who have previously provided medical
services to the worker related to the claimed condition{s;

(c) The date the worker requested a hearing and a copy of the hearing request;
(d) A copy of the insurer’s denial letter; and

(e) Document(s) that demonstrate that the attending physician or authorized nurse
practitioner did not concur with the independent medical examination report_or reports¢s).

(3) Required documentation.

The insurer must; upen-written-notice-from-the-werker;mail to the director no later than the

14th day following the insurer’s receipt of the worker’s request, the names and addresses of
all physicians or nurse practitioners who have:

(a) Acted as the worker’s attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner;
(b) Provided medical consultations or treatment to the worker;

(c) Examined the worker at an independent medical examination_requested by the insurer
under ORS 656.325; or

(4)_Penalty for failure to provide documentation.
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Failure to provide the required documentation described in section (3)_of this rule in a timely
manner wHlmay subject the insurer to civil penalties under OAR 436-060-0200.

(5)Selection of physicians.

The director will notify all parties in writing of the physician selected, or will provide the
worker or the worker’s representative-attorney a list of appropriate physicians.

€6)-1f the director provides a list of physicians, the following applies:

(a) The worker’s or the worker’s representative’s-attorney’s response must be in writing,
signed, and reeetved-bydelivered to the director within ten-business14 -days of the
mailing date of previding-the list:;

(b) The worker or the worker’s representative-attorney may eliminate the name of one
physician from the list:;

(c) If the worker or the worker’s representative-attorney does not respond as provided in
this section, the director will select a physician-; and

(d) The director will notify the parties in writing of the physician selected.
(76) Scheduling the exam.

The worker or the worker’slegal representative-attorney shall-must schedule the exam with
the selected physician and notify the insurer and the Workers’ Compensation Board of the
scheduled exam date within 14 days of the notification date in_section (65) of this rule. An
unrepresented worker may consult with the Injured-Werker-Ombudsman for Injured Workers
for assistance.

(87) Required medical records.

The insurer must send the physician the worker’s complete medical and diagnostic record on
this-the claim and the original questions asked of the independent medical examination{s)
physician{s) no later than 14 days priertebefore the date of the scheduled exam. If the
diagnostic records are not in the insurer’s possession, the insurer must request that the
medical provider send the diagnostic records to the selected physician at least 14 days prier
tebefore the scheduled exam.

(98) Exam questions.

The worker, or the worker’s representativeattorney, shalb-must communicate questions
related to the compensability denial in writing to be answered by the physician at the exam to
the physician at least 14 days priertebefore the scheduled date of the exam. An
unrepresented worker may consult with the Injured-Werker-Ombudsman_for Injured Workers
for assistance.

(109) Physician’s response.

Upon completion of the exam the physician must address the original independent medical
examination{s) questions and the questions from the worker or the worker’s representative
attorney under section (98) of this rule and send the report to the worker’s legal

representativeattorney, if any, or the worker, and the insurer within S-werkingl4 days.
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(H10) Payment of physician.

The insurer must pay the physician selected under this rule in accordance with OAR 436-
009. BelveryofmMedical services to infared-workers shalb-bemust be delivered in
accordance with OAR 436-010.

(211) Failure to attend exam.

If the worker fatlstedoes not attend the scheduled W-worker Rrequested Mmedical Eexam,
the insurer must pay the physician for the missed examinatior under OAR 436-009-
0010(13). The insurer is not required to pay for another examination unless the worker did
not attend the missed examination for reasons beyond the worker’s reasonable control.

(1312) Reimbursement for services.

The insurer must reimburse the worker for all necessary related services under ORS
656.325(1).

Statutory authority: ORS 656-704-and-656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.325(1);-656-704;-and-656-726(4)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0150 Timely Payment of Compensation
(1)_General.

Benefits are deemed-considered paid when addressed to the last known address of the worker
or beneficiary and deposited in the U.S. Mail, or when funds are transferred to a financial
institution for deposit in the worker’s or beneficiary’s account by approved electronic
equivalent. Payments due on a weekend or legal holiday under ORS 187.010 and 187.020
may be paid on the last working day before, or the first working day after, the weekend or
legal holiday. Subsequent payments may revert back to the payment schedule in place before
the weekend or legal holiday.

(2) Holidays.
For the purpose of this rule, legal holidays in the State of Oregon are:
(a) Each Sunday;
(b) New Year’s Day on January 1;
(c) Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday on the third Monday in January;

(d) Presidents Day, for the purpose of commemorating Presidents Washington and
Lincoln, on the third Monday in February;

(e) Memorial Day on the last Monday in May;

(f) Independence Day on July 4;

(g) Labor Day on the first Monday in September;

(h) Veterans Day on November 11;

(1) Thanksgiving Day on the fourth Thursday in November; and
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(j) Christmas Day on December 25.
(k) Each time a holiday, other than Sunday, falls on Sunday, the succeeding Monday-is-a

fecat-hohday-;
(1) Each time a holiday falls on Saturday, the preceding Friday-is-ategal-holiday-; and

H(m)-Additiena-egal holidays-inelade eEvery day appointed by the Governor as a legal
holiday and every day appointed by the President of the United States as a day of

mourning, rejoicing or other special observance only when the Governor also appoints
that day as a holiday.

(3) Withheld compensation.

Compensation withheld under ORS 656.268(13) and (14), and ORS 656.596(2), will not be
considered late if the insurer notifies the worker in writing why benefits are being withheld
and the amount that must be offset before any further benefits are payable.

(34)_Timely payment of temporary disability.

First payment of f&m&lesstemporary d1sab111ty compensatlon must be timely. An-insurer’s

: mplian : meby-The director may
assess a penalty under OAR 436 060- 0200 agamst an insurer £&l—l+n-gthat does not- make the
first payment of temporary disability under the time frames of this section, or does not

accurately report timeliness of first payment informationbelow-these-nerms-during-any

) FimelyThe first payment of temporary disability benefits means-the-tnsurerhas-made
payment-must be made no later than the 14th day after:

(aA) The date of the employer’s notice or knowledge of the claim and of the worker’s
disability, if the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner has authorized
temporary disability compensation. Temporary disability accrued before the date of
the employer’s notice or knowledge of the claim-wil-be is due within 14 days of
claim acceptance;

(bB) The date the attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner authorizes
temporary disability, if the authorization is more than 14 days after the date of the
employer’s notice or knowledge of the claim and of the worker’s disability;

(eC) The start of authorized vocational training under ORS 656.268(10), if the insurer
has previously closed the claim;

(dD) The date the insurer receives medical evidence supported by objective findings
that shows the worker is unable to work due to a worsening of the compensable
condition under ORS 656.273;

(eE) The date of any divasten-director’s order, including, but not limited to, a
reconsideration order, that orders payment of temporary disability. If the insurer has
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appealed a reconsideration order, the appeal stays payment of temporary disability
benefits except those that accrue from the date of the order, under ORS 656.313;

(Ff) The date of a notice of claim closure issued by the insurer that finds the worker
entitled to temporary disability;

(gG) The date a notice of closure is set aside by a reconsideration order;

(hH) The date any litigation authorizing retroactive temporary disability becomes
final. Temporary disability accruing from the date of the order must begin no later
than the 14th day after the date the order is filed. For the purpose of this rule, the
“date the order is filed” for litigation from the Workers’ Compensation Board is the
signature date, and from the courts, it is the date of the appellate judgment;

(i) The date the divisiendirector refers a claim to the insurer for processing under
ORS 656.029;

(7)) The date the divistendirector refers a noncomplying employer claim to an
assigned claims agent under ORS 656.054;-e¢

(kK) The date a claim disposition_agreement is disapproved by the Worker’s
Compensation Board or Administrative-LawJadgeadministrative law judge, if

temporary disability benefits are otherwise due;
(1L) The date the divistondirector designates a paying agent under ORS 656.307;

(mM) The date a claim is reclassified from nondisabling to disabling, if temporary
disability is due and payable; andor

(8N) The date an insurer voluntarily rescinds a denial of a disabling claim.

(b) Subsequent payments of temporary disability benefits must:(6)

made -at least once each 14 days, unless the employer is making payments under
OAR 436-060-0020(1) and the payments are made concurrently with the payroll
schedule of the employer; and-

(B) Include all benefits due for the period ending no more than seven days before the

payment date;

(#5)_Timely payment of permanent disability.

(a) The first payment of Permanent-permanent disability must be paid no later than the
30th day after:

(aA) The date of a notice of claim closure issued by the insurer;

(bB) The date of any litigation order that orders payment of permanent total
disability. Permanent total disability benefits accruing from the date of the order must
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begin no later than the 30th day after the date the order is filed. For the purpose of
this rule, the “date the order is filed” for litigation from the Workers’ Compensation
Board is the matling-signature date, and from the courts, it is the date of the appellate
judgment;

(eC) The date of any divistendirector’s order, including, but not limited to, a
reconsideration order, that orders payment of compensation for permanent disability;

(dD) The date any litigation order authorizing permanent partial disability becomes
final;

(eE) The date a claim disposition_agreement is disapproved by the Workers’

Compensation Board or Administrative LawJadgeadministrative law judge, if
permanent disability benefits are otherwise due; or

(#F) The date authorized training ends if the worker is medically stationary and any
previous award remains unpaid, under ORS 656.268(10) and OAR 436-060-
0040(32).

(b) Subsequent payments of permanent disability must be made on a regular and
predictable monthly schedule.

(A) The insurer may adjust the monthly payment schedule, but must inform the
worker or beneficiary before making the adjustment.

(B) No payment period may exceed one month without the director’s approval.

(86) Timely payment of fatal benefits.

(a) The first payment of fFatal benefits under ORS 656.204 must be paid no later than the
30th day after:

(aA) The date of a notice of acceptance issued by the insurer; or

(bB) The date of any litigation order which orders fatal benefits. Fatal benefits
accruing from the date of the order must begin no later than the 30th day after the
date the order is filed. For the purpose of this rule, the “date the order is filed” for
litigation from the Workers” Compensation Board is the matlng-signature date, and
from the courts, it is the date of the appellate judgment.

9)-(b) Fhe-insurermust-make-sSubsequent payments of permanent-disabiity-and-fatal
benefits must be made on a regular and predictable monthly schedule.ir-menthly
sequenee:
(A) The insurer may adjust the monthly payment datesschedule, but must inform the
beneficiary before making the adjustment.

(B) No payment period may exceed one month without the divisten’s-director’s prier
approval.

(307)¢a) Notice to worker or beneficiary regarding payments.

The insurer must provide an explanation in writing to the worker or beneficiary when the
benefit amount, time period covered, or payment schedule changes, and must:
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(2) Whenpaying-tempeorary-disability benefits-the-insurermustaNotify the worker or
beneficiary in writing of the specific purpose efthe-payment-and the time period_covered

by that-the-each payment of temporary disability benefits-eevers; and-

m&st—HNoufy the worker or beneﬁ01ary in wrltmg of the spemﬁc purpose of the payment
the schedule of future payments, and the time period each payment will cover with the
first payment of permanent disability or fatal benefits. The insurer is not required to

provide an explanation in writing with each subsequent permanent disability or fatal
benefit payment.

(H8) Maintenance of records.

The insurer must maintain records of compensation paid for each claim where-in which
benefits are due and payable.

(129) Request for reimbursement.

If the worker submits a request for reimbursement of multiple items and full reimbursement
is not made, the insurer must provide specific reasons for non-payment or reduction of each
item.

(3310)_Claim disposition agreements.

Payment-ef-a-Any amounts due under a c€laim DPispesition-disposition Agreement
agreement must be paid made-no later than the 14th day after the Workers” Compensation

Board or Administrative awJadgeadministrative law judge mats-provides notice of its
approval under OAR 438-009-0028-ef-the-agreement-to-the-parties, unless otherwise stated in

the agreement.

(#411) Claims under other jurisdictions.

Under ORS-656-126(6)-wWhen_a worker has a claim under the workers’ compensation law
of another state, territory, province or foreign nation for the same injury or occupational
disease as the claim filed in Oregon:

(a) The worker is entitled to the full amount of compensation due under Oregon law:

(b) The total amount paid or awarded under the other jurisdiction’s law must be credited
against the compensation due under Oregon law:

(c) If -Oregon compensation is more than the compensation_paid or awarded under

another-the other jurisdiction’s law, fer-the-same-injury-or-oceupational-disease;-or

compensation paid the worker under another law is recovered from the worker-ferthe

same-injury-or-occupational-disease, the insurer must pay any unpaid compensation to the

worker up to the amount required by the claim under Oregon law;

(d) Upon learning that the worker has a claim under the jurisdiction of another workers’
compensation law, the insurer must request written documentation of the amount paid or
awarded to the worker: and
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(e) Payment under this section is due within 14 days of receipt of written documentation
supporting the underpayment of Oregon compensation.

Statutory authority: ORS 656-704-and-656.726(4)
Statutes implemented: ORS 656.126, 656.262(4), 656.268(10), 656.273, 656.278, 656.289, 656.307, and 656.313;-656-704;-and

636-726(4H)

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0153 Electronic Payment of Compensation
(1)_General.

An insurer may pay benefits through a direct deposit system, automated teller machine card
or debit card, or other means of electronic transfer if the worker voluntarily consents.

(a) The worker’s consent must be obtained priertebefore initiating electronic payments.

(b)The consent and-may be written or verbal. The insurer must provide the worker a
written confirmation when consent is obtained verbally.

(c) The worker may discontinue receiving electronic payments by notifying the insurer in
writing.

(d) An emplover making payments under OAR 436-060-0020(1) may assume the worker
consents to having benefits paid through a direct deposit system if that is the method the
employer usually uses to pay the worker’s wages.

(22)_ Cardholder agreement for ATM or debit cards.

The worker must receive a copy of the cardholder agreement outlining the terms and
conditions under which an automated teller machine card or debit card has been issued prier
tebefore or at the time the initial electronic payment is made.

(33) Instrument of payment.

The instrument of payment must be negotiable and payable to the worker for the full amount
of the benefit paid, without cost to the worker. Fhe-workermustbe-able-to-make-aninitial

Statutory authority: ORS 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262(4) and 84.013

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010
Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0155 Penalty to Worker for Untimely Processing
(1) General.

WO as-a-penalty-and-an-attorney o-the-we AHOFRCY-W If the insurer
unreasonably delays or unreasonably refuses to pay compensation, attorney fees or costs, or

unreasonably delays acceptance or denial of a claim:

(a) The director may require the insurer to pay:
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(A) A penalty of up to 25 percent of the amounts then due to the worker, determined
by the matrix attached to these rules in Appendix “B” and the following:

(1) When there are no “amounts then due” upon which to assess a penalty, no
penalty will be issued under this rule: and

(11) If the worker has not provided sufficient information to assess a penalty, the
director may assess a civil penalty under OAR 436-060-0200 instead: and

(B) A fee to the worker’s attorney under ORS 656.262(11) and OAR 436-001-0420.

(b3) -For the purpose of this rule, and the matrix attached to these rules in Appendix “B.”;
a “violation” is: seetion;—violation’is-either:

(aA) The A-late payrnent or the nonpayment of any s1ng1e payrnent dueL,—}n—threh

(bB) -A-A continuous nenpayment-or-underpayment, such as with yearly cost of
living increases for temporary disability compensation. In the case of a continuous

underpavment —Ln—thes&ms%anees—a%eque&kfe%pena#y—m&s%b&maﬂed—e%deh&%efed

- rt—Aall prior
underpayments w111 be cons1dered as one Vlolatlon regardless of when the first
underpayment occurred; or -

(C) The late issuance of an acceptance or denial notice under OAR 436-060-0140(2).

(2) Requests for penalties and attorney fees.

Requests for penalties and attorney fees under this rule must:

(a) Be made in writing;

(b) State, in the request, what benefits have been delayed or remain unpaid; and

(c) Be mailed or delivered to the division within 180 days of the date of the alleged
violation. For the purposed of this rule. the date of the alleged violation is:

(A) For the late payment or nonpayment of any single payments, the date payment
was due;

(B) For a continuous underpayment, the date of the last underpayment: or

(C) For a late issuance of an acceptance or denial notice, the date the notice was due
under OAR 436-060-0140(2).

(43) Required response from the insurer.

When notified by the director that additional amounts may be due the worker as a penalty
under this rules-:
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(a) the-The insurer must respond in writing to the division:=

(A) The response must include a reason for the delay, and any additional information
or documentation requested by the director;

(B) The response must be mailed or delivered to the division within 21 days of the
mailing date of the divistendirector’s inquiry letter; and -with

(C) eopies-Copies of the response, including any attachments, must be sent
simultaneously sent to the worker and the worker’s attorney, if any-represented);-

(b) If an-the insurer fails to respend-ermeet the requirements of this section, the director

may assess an addltlonal 01V11 penaltv ﬁfeﬁdes—&n—madeq&afeﬁespeﬁs%(%g—faﬁrg—te

(46) Jurisdiction over proceedings.

The director will-has exclusive jurisdiction enby-eonsidera-penalty-issue-when re-the
assessment and payment of penalties and attorney fees -additional-ameunts-described in ORS

656.262(11) isare the sele-only issues of any-the proceedings between the parties. The
director will not issue an order assessing a penalty or attorney fee under this rule when the
same parties have initiated proceedings before the Hearings Division.

(a) If the director receives a request for penalties and attorney fees under this rule, and is
aware of proceedings between the parties before the Hearings Division, the director will
refer the request to the Hearings Division.

dlrector has not been made aware of the proceedlng before the Hearlngs DlVlSlOl’l and
issues a penalty order that becomes final, the director’s penalty will stand.

(58) Timely payment of penalties.
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Penalties ordered under this rule must be paid to the worker no later than the 30th day after
the date of the order, unless the order is appealed. If the order is appealed and later upheld,
the penalty will be due within 14 days of the date the order upholding the penalty becomes
final. If the insurer does not pay penalties in a timely manner the insurer will be subject to
civil penalties under OAR 436-060-0200.

(69) Dispute resolution.

-Disputes regarding unreasonable delay or unreasonable refusal to pay compensation,
attorney fees or costs, or unreasonable delay in acceptance or denial of a claim may be
resolved by the parties.

parties;-director has exclusive jurisdiction under section (4) of this rule, and the violation{s)
occurred within the last 180 days as described in_sub-aeeerdanee-with-section (32)(c) of this
rule, then the parties must submit a stipulation to the division for approval. The stipulation
must specify:

(aA) The benefits, attorney fees, or costs delayed and the amounts;
(bB) The time periodfs) involved;

(eC) If applicable, the name of the medical provider¢s) and the datefs} of servicefs)
relating to medical bills;

(dD) The amount of the penalty not to exceed 25 percent of the amount of compensation
delayed; and

(eE) The attorney fees, if applicable.

(b) Any other agreements between the parties to pay a penalty or attorney fee must have a
stipulation approved by the director to be acknowledged as a violation as it applies to the
matrix in Appendix “B” of these rules.

(+8c) Payment of the-a penalty due under this section is due within 14 days after the date the
divistendirector approves the stipulation, unless otherwise stated in the stipulation. If the
insurer does not pay penalties in a timely manner the insurer will be subject to civil penalties
under OAR 436-060-0200.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.262(11), 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656.745

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262(11), and 656.704;-and-656-726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .
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436-060-0160 Use of Sight Draft to Pay Compensation Prohibited

Insurers shall-may not use a sight draft to pay any benefits or payments due a worker or

beneficiary under ORS chapter 656. Such-benefits-include-temporary-disabilitypermanent
disability and reimbursement ol costs paid divectly by the worker.

Statutory authority: ORS-656-704-and-656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS-656-704-and-656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 10/2/02 as WCD Admin. Order 02-059, eff. 11/1/02

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055. eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0170 Recovery of Overpayment of Benefits
(1)_Benefits paid a worker.

An ilnsurers may only recover overpayment of benefits paid to a worker as specified by ORS

656.268(14), unless authority is granted by an Administrative LawJadgeadministrative law
judge or the Workers’ Compensation Board.

(2)_Benefits due a worker.

An ilnsurers may recover an overpayment from any benefits currently due on any claim the
worker has with that insurer. The Iasurers-insurer must explain in writing the reason,_the
amount, and_the method of recovery to the worker and the worker’s attorney, if any, or to the
worker’s surviversbeneficiaries.

(3)_ Permanent partial disability offsets.

When overpaid benefits are offset against monthly permanent partial disability award
payments, the insurer must recover the benefits recovery-shal-be-from the total amount of the
award. The insurer must pay out with-the remainder of the award beingpaid-eut-at 4.35 times
the temporary total disability rate, or at least -and-ne-tess-than-$108.75, starting with the first
month’s payment.

Statutory authority: ORS 656-704-ard-656.726(4);

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.268(132) and (14);-656-704-and-656-726(4
Hist: Amended 10/26/04 as WCD Admin. Order 04-064, eff. 1/1/05
Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .
436-060-0180 Designation and Responsibility of a Paying Agent
(1) For the purpose of this rule:

(a) “Compensable injury” means an accidental injury or damage to a prosthetic appliance,
or an occupational disease arising out of and in the course of employment with any
Oregon employer, and which requires medical services or results in disability or death.

(b) “Exposure” means a specific incident or period during which a compensable injury
may have occurred.

(c) “Responsibility” means liability under the law for the acceptance and processing of a
compensable claim.

(2)_General.
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The divistondirector will designate by order which insurer must pay a claim if the employers
and insurers admit that the claim is otherwise compensable, and where there is an issue
regarding:

(a) Which subject employer is the true employer of a-the worker;

(b) Which of more than one insurer of a certain employer is responsible for payment of
compensation to a-the worker;

(c) Which of two or more employers or their insurers is responsible for paying
compensation for one or more on-the-job injuries or occupational diseases; or

(d) Which of two or more employers is responsible when there is joint employment.
(3) Own motion claims.

With the consent of the Workers’ Compensation Board, Ow#-own Metien-motion claims
under ORS 656.278(1) are subject to-the-previstons-ef this rule.

(4) Determination of compensability.

Upon learning of any of the sttuations-issues described in section (2) of this rule, the insurer
must expedite the processing of the claim by immediately investigating the claim to
determine responsibility and whether the claim is otherwise compensable.

(a) For the purposes of this rule, insurers identified in a potential responsibility dispute
under ORS 656.307 must, upon request, share claim related medical reports and other
information witheut-eharge-pertinent to the injury without charge in order to expedite
claim processing.

(b) The act of the worker applying for compensation benefits from any employer
identified as a party to a responsibility dispute shal-constitutes authorization for the
involved insurers to share the pertinent information in accordance with the criteria and
restrictions provided in OAR 436-060-0017 and 436-010-0240.

(c) -Copies of claims documents must be mailed under the time frames established in
OAR 436-060-0017(4).

(d) Ne-An insurer whe-that shares information in-aeeordanee-withunder this rule-shalt
bears any-no legal liability for disclosure of thestehk information.

(5) Notification of affected insurers.

Upon learning of any of the sttaations-issues described in section (2) of this rule, the insurer
must immediately notify any other affected insurers of the situation. Such notice must
identify the compensable injury and include a copy of all medical reports and other
information pertinent to the injury. The notice must identify each period of exposure which
that the insurer believes responsible for the compensable injury by the following:

(a) Name of employer;
(b) Name of insurer;

(c) Specific date of injury or period of exposure; and
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(d) Claim number, if assigned.

(6) Request for designation of a paying agent.

Upon deciding that the responsibility for an otherwise compensable injury cannot be
determined, the insurer must request designation of a paying agent by-from weitingte-the
divistendirector in writing and seadmailirg a copy of the request to the worker and the

worker’s representativeattorney, if any.
-(a) The_insurer may not request-shall-netbe-containedin-or-attached the request to, or

include the request in, any form or report the insurer is required to submit under OAR
436-060-66+0-0011 or in the denial letter to the worker required by OAR 436-060-0140.

(b) TheSueha request, or agreement to designation of a paying agent, is not an admission

that the insurer is responsible for the compensable injury:injary-is-ecompensablyrelated-to
thatinsurer’s-elaim: it is solely an assertion that the injury is compensable against a

subject Oregon employer.

(c) The insurer’s written request te-the-divisten-must contain the following information:

(aA) Identification of the compensable injury(iesjies or occupational diseases;

(bB) That the insurer is requesting designation of a paying agent under ORS 656.307;
(eC) That the insurer acknowledges the injury-claim is otherwise compensable;
(D) That responsibility is the only issue;
(eE) Identification of the specific claims or exposures involved by:
(A1) Employer:;
(Bii) Insurer:;
(€iii) Date of injury or specific period of exposure;-; and
(Piv) Claim number, if assigned;

(#F) Acknowledgment that medical reports and other material pertinent to the injury
have been provided to the other parties; and

(gG) Confirmation the worker has been advised of the actions being taken on the
worker’s claim.-

(?d) The d+vistondirector will not designate a paying agent whenre:

(A) It has not been determined if there-remains-anissuae-of-whether-the injury is
compensable against a subject Oregon employers-; of

(B) An insurer included in the question of responsibility opposes designation of a
paying agent because it has received no claim; or

(C) #the-The 60 day appeal period of a denial has-expired witheutand:
(1) aNo request for hearing had being-been received by the Board; -or

(i) the-divistonreeeiving-aNo request for a designation of paying agent order had
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(87) Failure to respond to request for clarification.

When notified by the divistendirector that there is a reasonable doubt as to the status of the
claim or intent of a denial, the insurer must provide written clarification to the
divistendirector, the worker, the other insurers involved and other interested parties within 21
days of the mailing date of the notification. If an insurer fails to respond timely or provides
an inadequate response (e.g., failing to answer specific questions or provide requested
documents), the director may assess a civil penalty wil-be-assessed-under OAR 436-060-
0200.

(98) Insurer responsibilities.

Insurers receiving notice from the divistendirector of a worker’s request for designation of a
paying agent must immediately process the request in accordance with sections (4) through
(6)_of this rule.

(109) Factors for designation.

Upon receipt of written acknowledgment from the insurers that the only issue is
responsibility for an otherwise compensable injury claim, the divistendirector will issue an
order designating a paying agent under ORS 656.307. The divistendirector will designate the
insurer with the lowest compensation considering the following factors:

(a) The claim with the lowest temporary total disability rate-;

(b) If the temporary total disability rates and the rates per degree of permanent disability
are the same, the earliest claim-;

(c) If there is no temporary disability or the temporary total disability rates are the same,
but the rates per degree of permanent disability are different, the claim with the lowest
rate per degree of permanent disability-;

(d) If one or more claims have disposed of benefits in accordance with ORS 656.236(1),
the claim providing the lowest compensation not released by the claim disposition
agreement:;

(e) If one claim is under 0“Own Mmotion® jurisdiction, tthe-Own-Metionhat claim, even
if it is not the claim with the lowest temporary total disability rate-; and

(f) If more than one claim is under “Oown MmotionZ jurisdiction, the Gown Mmotion
claim with the lowest temporary total disability rate.

(3110) Referral to the Worker’s Compensation Board.

By copy of its order, the divistendirector will refer the matter to the Workers” Compensation
Board to set a proceeding under ORS 656.307 to determine which insurer is responsible for
paying benefits to the worker.

(4211) Responsibilities of designated paying agent.
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-The designated paying agent must process the claim as an accepted claim through claim
closure under OAR 436-030-0015_9-unless it is relieved of the responsibility by an order of
the Aadministrative Elaw Jjudge or resolution through mediation or arbitration under ORS
656.307(6).

(a) The parties to an order under this section shal-may not settle any part of a claim under
ORS 656.236 or 656.289, except to resolve the issue of responsibility, unless prior
approval and agreement is obtained from all potential responsible insurers.

(b) Resolution of a dispute by mediation or arbitration by a private party cannot obligate
the Consumer and Business Services Fund without the director’s prior approval.

(c) The Consumer and Business Services Fund shall-net-beis not obligated when one
party declines to participate in a legitimate settlement conference under an ORS 656.307
order.

(d) Compensation paid under the order must include all benefits, including medical
services, provided for a compensable injury to a subject worker or the worker’s
beneficiaries. The payment of temporary disability due must be for periods subsequent to
periods of disability already paid by any insurer.

(3312) Change in compensability or claims status.

After a paying agent is designated, if any of the insurers determine compensability is-ef
willmay be an issue at hearing, they insurer must notify the divistendirector.

(a) Any insurer must notify the divisten-director and all parties to the order of any change
in claim acceptance status after the designation of a paying agent.

(b) When the divisten-director receives notification of a change in the acceptance of a
claim or notification that compensability is an issue after designation of a paying agent,
the divistendirector shall-will order termination of any further benefits due from the
original order designating a paying agent.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.307;-656-704, 656.726(4), and 656.745

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.307 ;and 656.308:-656-704;-and-656-726(4H
Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17
See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0190 Monetary Adjustments Amengamong Parties and Department of
Consumer and Business Services

(1)_General.

An order of the director under ORS 656.307 and OAR 436-060-0180 applies only to the
period priertebefore the order of the Administrative LawJudgeadministrative law judge
determining the responsible paying party. Payment of compensation made thereafter shal-the
order may not be recovered from the Consumer and Business Services Fund, unless the
director concludes payment was made before the Administrative LawJadgeadministrative
law judge’s order was received by the paying agent designated under OAR 436-060-0180.

Any-menetary-adjustment-necessary-aAfter the Administrative LawJudgeadministrative law
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judge’s order, any necessary monetary adjustments -shalt-must be handled-made under OAR
436-060-0195.

(2)_Determination of benefits paid.

-When all litigation on the issue of responsibility is final, the insurer ultimately held to be
responsible must, priertebefore paying any compensation, contact any nonresponsible
insurer to learn-determine what compensation has already been paid. When contacted by the
responsible insurer, the nonresponsible insurer must provide the requested information
necessary for the responsible insurer to make a timely payment to the worker, medical
providers or others, but in any case no later than 20 days after the date of the
netifieationcontact. Failure to respond to the responsible insurer’s inquiry in a timely manner
may result in non-reimbursement otherwise due from the responsible insurer or from the
Consumer and Business Services Fund.

(3)_Reimbursement of nonresponsible insurers.

The responsible insurer must reimburse any nonresponsible insurers for compensation the
nonresponsible insurer paid whieh-that the responsible insurer is responsible for, but has not
already paid, within 30 days of receiving suffietent-enough information to adeguately
determine the benefits paid and the relationship to the conditions{s) involved. Any balance
remaining due the worker, medical providers or others must be paid in a timely manner under
OAR 436-009 and 436-060-0150. Payment of compensation whieh-that results in duplicate
payment to the worker, medical providers or others as a result of failing to contact the
nonresponsible insurer shal-does not release the responsible insurer from the requirement to
reimburse any nonresponsible insurers for its costs.

(4) Direction of unresolved adjustments.

The diviston-director shalb-may direct any necessary monetary adjustment between the parties
involved-whiehthat is not otherwise ordered by the Administrative-administrative Faw-law
Judge-judge or voluntarily resolved by the parties.;- The director but-shalwill not order an
insurer to pay compensation ever-and-beyondabove that required by law, as it relates to the
insurer’s claim, except in the situation described in section (3)_of this rule. Any insurer that
Fatlare-fails to make monetary adjustments within 30 days of an order by the divisiendirector
wil-may be subject the-nsurer-to civil penalties under OAR 436-060-0200. Only
compensation paid as a result of an order by the director under OAR 436-060-0180 and
consistent with this rule shal-beis recoverable from the Consumer and Business Services
Fund when such compensation is not reimbursed to the nonresponsible insurer by the
responsible insurer.

(5)_Unnecessary costs.

When the divastendirector determines improper or untimely claim processing by the
designated paying agent has resulted in unnecessary costs, the divisiendirector may deny
reimbursement from the responsible insurer and the Consumer and Business Services Fund.

Statutory authority: ORS 656-704-ard-656.726(4);

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.307(3); -

Hist: Amended 12/5/05 as WCD Admin. Order 05-077, eff 1/1/06

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .
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436-060-0195 Miscellaneous Monetary Adjustments aAmong Insurers
(1)_General.

The director may order monetary adjustments between insurers snder-authorityprovided by
ORS-656-726(4)-and-656-202-whenre a elaimantworker has a right to compensation, but there

is a dispute between insurers that does not fall under the director’s authority in ORS 656.307
and OAR 436-060-0190.

(a) €)When any litigation on_the issues in question is final, insurers must make any
necessary monetary adjustments ameng-between themselves, consistent with the
determination of coverage for compensation paid to the worker, medical providers, and
others for which they are responsible-and-paymenthasnet-already-beenmade, within 30
days of receiving suffieient-enough information to-adeguately determine the benefits paid
and the relationship to the condition{s} involved.

(b) Any balance due after making such adjustments must be paid in a timely manner to
the worker, medical providers and other partiess under OAR 436-009 and 436-060-0150.

(c) Any failure to obtain reimbursement from an insurer under this rule is not recoverable
from the Consumer and Business Services Fund.

(32)_ Obligation to process claims.

-The divistendirector may direct any necessary monetary adjustment between parties, but
shall-will not order an insurer to pay compensation everand-beyondabove that required by
law, as it relates to the insurer’s claim, except whente an insurer unduly compensates a
elaimantworker while having knowledge such compensation has already been paid by
another insurer. NetwithstandingHowever, each insurer has its own independent obligation to
process its claim and pay #tertm-compensation due until the claim is either accepted or
denied. When notified by the divistendirector that a dispute over monetary adjustment exists
the insurer must provide a written response to questions or issues raised, including supporting
documentation, to the division, the other insurers involved and other interested parties within
21 days of the mailing date of the notification.

(43) Failure to make adjustments.

Failure to respond to the divistendirector’s inquiries or make monetary adjustments within 30
days of an order by the divistendirector will subject the insurer to civil penalties under OAR
436-060-0200.

(54) Unnecessary costs.

When the divisiondirector determines improper or untimely claim processing by an insurer
resulted in unnecessary costs, the divisiendirector may deny monetary adjustment between
the insurers.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656.745
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Statutes implemented: ORS 656.704 and 656.726(4)

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule_history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0200 Assessment of Civil Penalties
(1)_Penalties for inducing failure to report claims.

The director threugh-the-divistonand-under ORS-656-745-wil-may assess a civil penalty

against an employer or insurer that intentionally or repeatedly induces elaimantworkers for
eompensation-to fail to report accidental injuries, causes employees to collect accidental
injury claims as off-the-job injury claims, persuades elaimantworkers to accept less than the
compensation due or makes it necessary for elaimantworkers to resort to proceedings against
the employer to secure compensation due.

(2a) A penalty under this section (H-will only be assessed after all litigation on the matter
has become final by operation of the law.

(b) For the purpose of this section{H:

(aA) “Intentionally” means the employer or insurer acted with a conscious objective
to cause any result described in ORS 656.745(1) or to engage in the conduct
described in that section; and

(bB) “Repeatedly” means more than once in any twelve month period.

(32)_Penalties for failure to comply with statutes, rules, and orders.

Hnder ORS-656-745+tThe director may assess a civil penalty against an employer or insurer
that does not comply with_the rules and orders of the director regarding reports or other
requirements necessary to carry out the purposes of the-Werkers™CompensationawORS
chapter 656. Except as provided in ORS 656.780, the director may assess a civil penalty
against a service company only for claims processing violations identified in the director’s
annual audits of claims processing performance. The director may assess only one penalty for
each separate violation by an employer, insurer, or service company identified in an annual
audit.

(43)_Penalties for failure to meet time frame requirements.

The director may assess a civil penalty of up to $2,000 teagainst an employer or insurer that
does not meet the time -frame requirements in OAR 436-060-0010, 436-060-0011, 436-060-
0017, 436-060-0018, 436-060-0030, 436-060-0060, 436-060-0140, 436-060-0147, 436-060-
0155 and 436-060-0180. The director may assess a civil penalty of up to $2,000 to a service
company failing to meet the time -frame requirements, only for violations identified in the
director’s annual audits of claims processing performance. The director may assess only one
penalty for each separate violation by an employer, insurer, or service company identified in
an annual audit.

(45) Penalties for use of sight draft to pay compensation.

The director may assess a civil penalty of up to $2.000 te-a-against anA# insurer that

willfully violates OAR 436-060-0160-wil-be-assessed-a—etrvi-penalty-ofup-to-$2,000.
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(65) Penalties for inaccurate reporting of first payment timeliness.

The director may assess a civil penalty of $500 against A#-an insurer that does not accurately

report timeliness of first payment information to the division, may-be-assessed-a-eivil-penalty
by-the-director-of $500-for reporting-inaceurate-information-plus $50 for each violation, er-up

to $10,000 in the aggregate for all violations within any three month period. The director
may assess this civil penalty to the service company processing the insurer’s claims if the
violations were identified in the director’s annual audits of claims processing performance.
The director may assess only one penalty for each separate violation by an insurer or service
company identified in an annual audit. For the purposes of this section, a violation consists of
each situation where-in which a first payment was reported to have been made timely, but
was found upon audit to have actually been late.

(76) Penalties for failure to comply with claims processing requirements.

Notwithstanding section (3) of this rule, the director may assess civil penalties of up to
$2.000 against an employer, insurer, or service company for each violation of that-dees-net
comphy-with-the claims processing requirements of ORS chapter 656, OAR chapter 436 and
ralesand-orders of the director.

(a) Penalties assessed for all violations will not exceed may-be-assessed-a-etvil- penalty-of
up-to-$2,000-for-each-violationo-$10,000 in the aggregate for-al-vielations-within any

three month period.

(b) For the purpose of this section, the statutory claims processing requirements include
but are not limited to, ORS 656.202, 656.210, 656.212, 656.228, 656.234, 656.236,
656.245, 656.262, 656.263, 656.264, 656.265, 656.268, 656.273, 656.307, 656.313,
656.325, and 656.331.

(87) Penalties for misrepresentation to obtain claims records.

The director may assess a civil penalty of $1,000 against aAny employer or insurer that
misrepresents themsebves-itself in any manner to obtain workers’ compensation claims
records from the director, or that uses such records in a manner contrary to these rules.;is

stubjeet-to-a-civil penalty-of $1,000-foreach-ocenrrence: In addition_the director may suspend

or revokes-:

(a) the-directormay-sAuspend-orreveke-an employer’s or insurer’s access to workers’

compensation claims records for such time as the director may determine; or-

(b) Any other person’s access to workers’ compensation claims records Any-other

persenif the director- determinesed te-they have misrepresented themselves or whe
asesused records in a manner contrary to these rules. —er—have—&eeess—te—ﬂ&ese—reeefds
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dmﬁmg—th%pfewe&s—ea}eﬁdar—qu&ﬁer—lnsurers w111 be sub]ect to perlodlc perforrnance audlts
Civil penalties w#-may be issued for each efthe-performanee-areas where the insurer’s

performance pereentages-falls below the acceptable standards-efperformanee-as set forth in
these rules and orders of the dlrector ;Eh%sfe&ﬁdafd—fer—fepeﬁmg_emweﬂ&%dwmeﬂ—wﬁ

(9) Considerations for assessing penalties.

In arriving at the amount of penalty under this rule. the director may consider, but is not
limited to:

(a) The ratio of the volume of violations to the volume of claims reported:

(b) The ratio of the volume of violations to the average volume of violations for all
insurers: and

(¢) Prior performance in meeting the requirements outlined in this section.

(1210) Penalty to worker’s attorney for failure to cooperate with insurer’s investigation.
BnderORS-656.262(14);The director may assess a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000

against an-injured worker’s attorney that is_unreasonably aet-unwilling or unavailable to
partlclpate n an 1nsurer s 1nterv1ew as requlred by ORS 656. 262( 14)1—&—%&1%&56&&]91—3‘

Statutory authority=: ORS 656.704 and 656.726(4)

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.202, 656.210, 656.212, 656.228, 656.234, 656.236, 656.245, 656.262

656.263, 656.264, 656.265, 656.268, 656.273, 656.307, 656.313, 656.325, 656.331;-656:335, 656.704, 656.726(4), and 656 745
Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admin. Order 15-062, eff. 1/1/16

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule _history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0400 Penalty and Attorney Fee for Untimely Payment of Disputed Claims
Settlement

(1)_Right to request penalties and attorney fees.

If the insurer fails to pay amounts due on a disputed claims settlement within five business
days of receipt of notice from the worker that the payment is late, the worker or worker’s
attorney may request penalties and attorney fees.

(2) Requirements for requests.
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Requests for penalties and attorney fees under this seetien-rule must be in writing, state what
payments were delayed or remain unpaid, and be mailed or delivered to the division within
180 days of the date of notice to the insurer. In order to be awarded an attorney fee the
attorney must submit a signed, current retainer agreement.

(3)_Required response from the insurer.

When notified by the director that a penalty or attorney fees have been requested under this
rule, the insurer must respond in writing to the division.

(a) The response must include any information or documentation requested by the
director.

(b) The response must be mailed or delivered to the division within 14 days of the date of
the divistondirector’s inquiry letter;; and

(c) with-eCopies of the response, including any attachments, must be sent simultaneously
to the worker and the worker’s attorney, if any-(ifrepresented).

(4) Failure to respond.

If an-the i insurer fails to meet the requlrements of section (3) of this mle the director may

(54) Penalty and fee amounts.

The penalty and fee will be based on the amounts allocated to the worker and the attorney in
the settlement agreement as prescribed in ORS 656.262(12)(b). Penalties will be issued in
accordance with the matrix set forth in Appendix “BC.”

(65) Timely payment of penalties.

Penalties and attorney fees ordered under this rule must be paid to the worker and attorney no
later than the 30th day after the date of the order, unless the order is appealed. If the order is
appealed and later upheld, the penalty and attorney fee will be due within 14 days of the date
the order upholding the penalty becomes final. Failure to pay penalties and attorney fees in a
timely manner will-may subject the insurer to civil penalties under OAR 436-060-0200.

Statutory authority=: ORS 656.726(4);

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.262 (OregonLaws2009;eh-526)
Hist: Adopted 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010
Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

436-060-0500 Reimbursement of Supplemental Disability for Workers with Multiple
Jobs at the Time of Injury

| (1)_General.

When an insurer elects to pay supplemental disability due a worker with multiple jobs at the
time of injury, the director shal-willpay reimbursement-of the supplemental amount
quarterly, after receipt and approval of documentation of compensation paid by the insurer or
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the service company. The director will reimburse the insurer, in care of a-the service
company, if applicable.

(2)_Requests for reimbursement.

Requests for reimbursement must be submitted on Form 3504, “Supplemental Disability
Benefits Quarterly Reimbursement Request,” and must include at least:

(a) Identification and address of the insurer responsible for processing the claim;

(b) The worker's name, WCD file number, date of injury, sSocial sSecurity number, and
the insurer claim number;

(c) Whether the claim is disabling or nondisabling;

(d) The primary and secondary employer-s’ legal names;

(e) The primary and secondary employer>s’ W-ED-registrationpolicy numbers;
(f) The weekly wage of all jobs at the time of the injury separated by employer;

(g) The start and end dates for the period¢s) of supplemental disability due and payable to
the worker-Patesmust-be-mclusive teo-H6-02-through-+-26-02):

(h) The amount of supplemental disability paid for the periods in_subsection {2)(g);
(1) The quarter and year in which the payment was made;
(j) A signed payment certification statement verifying the payments; and
(k) Any other information the director requires.
(3)_ Administrative fee.

In addition to the supplemental disability reimbursement, the divisiondirector shall-caleulate
and-thewill pay the insurer shall-be-paid-an administrative fee based on the annual claim
processing administrative cost factor, as published in Bulletin 316.

(4) Repayment of invalid or incorrect payments.

The director may require the insurer to repay reimbursements made for invalid or incorrect
payments.
(a) The director may pPeriodically the-diviston-will-audit the physiealinsurer’s files efthe
wsurerresponsiblefor proeessing-the-elatm-to validate the amount reimbursed.
(b) Invalid amounts include, but are not limited toReimbursementwill-be-disallowed-and
repayment will be required if, upon such audit. it is found:

(aA) Payments exceedinged statutory amounts due_the insurer, excluding reasonable
overpayments, as determined by the divisiendirector;

(bB) Compensation has-been-paid as a result of untimely or inaccurate claims
processing; of

(eC) Payments of compensation havethat were- not beer-documented; as required by
OAR 436-050; or
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(D) Amounts in a third-party recovery that result in overpayment.-

(5) Benefits due workers of a noncomplying employer.

Supplemental disability benefits due subject workers of an noncomplying employer whe-ts-in
a-nencomphyingstatas-as defined in ORS 656.052 are not eligible for separate reimbursement
under this rule, but remain a cost recoverable from the employer as provided by ORS
656.054(2).

(6) Claim disposition agreements and stipulated claims settlements.

Claim dBispositions_agreements or Sstipulated- claims Ssettlements, under ORS 656.236 or
656.289, whieh-that include amounts for supplemental disability benefits due to multiple
jobs, are not eligible to receive reimbursement from the Workers’ Benefit Fund unless they
receive written confirmation from the director made-with-the-prierbefore the disposition or
settlement is written-approvedat by the Worker’s Compensation Board.-efthe-direetor.

(a) To receive written confirmation of a proposed disposition or settlement, the insurer
must submit a request to the division. The request for written confirmation Requestsfor

written-approval-of propesed-dispoesitions-must include:

(A) A copy of the proposed disposition or settlement that specifies the exact amount
of the proposed contribution to be made from the Workers’ Benefit Fund;

(B) A statement from the insurer indicating how the amount of the contribution was
calculated; and

(C) Any other information required by the director.

(b) The director will not appreve-confirm the disposition for reimbursement if the
proposed contribution exceeds a reasonable projection of that claim’s future liability to
the Workers’ Benefit Fund.

Statutory authority: ORS 656-704; 656.726(4);

Statutes implemented: ORS _656.210; -

Hist: Amended 10/12/15 as WCD Admm Order 15 062 eff. 1/1/16
Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wcd.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .

436-060-0510 Reimbursement of Permanent Total Disability Benefits from the Workers’
Benefit Fund

(1) General.

The insurer may request reimbursement of permanent total disability benefits paid after the
date of the notice of closure under ORS 656.206(6)(a).

(2) Requirements for requests-.

Requests for reimbursement must be filed within one year of the mailing date of the final
order upholding the notice of closure and include:

(a) Sufficient information to identify the insurer and the injured worker;

(b) The net dollar amount of permanent total disability benefits paid. ¢“Net dollar
amount” means the total compensation paid less any recoveries, including, but not limited
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to, third party recoveriesy or amounts reimbursable from the Retroactive Program or
Reopened Claims Program-); and

(c) A statement certifying that payment has been made.

(3) Moneys due under Retroactive or Reopened Claims Programs.

If any of the moneyies are due under the Retroactive Program or Reopened Claims Program,
any reimbursement request must be submitted under OAR 436-075 or OAR 436-045;

respectively.

Statutory authority: ORS 656.726(4);

Statutes implemented: ORS 656.206_and;-656.605

Hist: Amended 12-1-2009 as WCD Admin. Order 09-057, eff. 1-1-2010

Amended 11/28/16 as WCD Admin. Order 16-055, eff. 1/1/17

See also the Index to Rule History: http://wed.oregon.gov/laws/Documents/Rule history/436_history.pdf .
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION

CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION
APPENDIX “A”
436-060-0017 Matrix for Assessing Penalties
VIOLATION NUMBER
1 2 3 4 5+
NUMBER OF
DAYS LATE
1-7 $0 $100 $250 $500 $1,000
8-14 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 $1,000
15-21 $250 $500 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
22+ $500 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
APPENDIX “B”
436-060-0155 Matrix for Assessing Penalties
VIOLATION NUMBER
1 2 3 4
NUMBER OF DAYS
LATE
1-2 0% 10% 20% 25%
3-7 5% 15% 25%
8-14 10% 20% 25%
15-21 15% 25%
22 + 25%

1 2 4

CATEGORY
: — . 100 -cad LTI 5350 cac] $350-cac)
v SISEE}g Lo e e oo
Notiee-of Closure-bsued Stob-cach S a-cach S230-cach S330-cach
Timel Lo e e oo
e S100 cach $175 cach $350 cach S$700 cach

e e e e
bt Eeseepitniebs $100-cach $H75-cach $350-cach $700-cach

e e e e
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ORDER NO. 16-055

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION
CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION

APPENDIX “BC”
436-060-0400 Matrix for Assessing Penalties

SETTLEMENT PROCEEDS ALLOCATED TO
CEAIMANTWORKER/ATTORNEY

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE | PENALTY ASSESSMENTS
AND ATTORNEY FEES
1-2 5%
3-7 10%
8-14 15%
15-30 20%
31+ 25%
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BEFORE THE DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND BUSINESS SERVICES
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION DIVISION

In the Matter of the Amendment of Oregon Administrative ) ORDER OF
Rules (OAR): ) ADOPTION
436-060, Claims Administration ) No. 16-055
)

The Director of the Department of Consumer and Business Services, under the general
rulemaking authority in ORS 656.726(4), and in accordance with the procedures in ORS
183.335, amends OAR chapter 436, division 060.

On Sept. 15, 2016 , the Workers” Compensation Division filed with the Secretary of State a
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Hearing and Statement of Need and Fiscal Impact. The division
mailed copies of the Notice and Statement to interested persons and legislators in accordance
with ORS 183.335 and OAR 436-001-0009, and posted copies to its website. The Secretary of
State included notice of the public hearing in its October, 2016 Oregon Bulletin. On

Oct. 24, 2016, a public hearing was held as announced. The record remained open for written
testimony through Oct. 28, 2016.

SUMMARY OF RULE AMENDMENTS

The agency has amended OAR 436-060, “Claims Administration,” to:

Improve the clarity of the rules through improved organization, plain language, repeal of
obsolete or redundant provisions, and definition of terms;

Clarify procedures for requesting administrative review by the director;
Clarify procedures for obtaining public records;

State that a worker may choose a medical service provider, attending physician or
authorized nurse practitioner under ORS 656.245, 656.260, OAR 436-010 and 436-015,
and if an employer restricts that choice, the director may impose a civil penalty of up to
$2000;

Require an employer to provide form 801 to a worker upon receiving notice or
knowledge of an accident that may involve a compensable injury;

Require that electronic forms, when allowed, must include the same fields and elements
as their paper counterparts;

Specify that Form 1502, “Insurer’s Report,” must include the employer’s policy number;

Require the insurer to provide an email address with the information it sends to the
worker when it changes claims processing location, service company, or self-
administration;

Provide that an electronically produced date is acceptable evidence of initial date of
receipt;

Provide that an insurer must respond to a worker’s request for reclassification of a
nondisabling claim within 14 days of the receipt of the request;
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OAR chapter 436, division 060

Explain that if the worker is represented by an attorney, and the attorney is instrumental
in obtaining an order from the director that reclassifies the claim from nondisabling to
disabling, the director may award the attorney a reasonable assessed attorney fee under
ORS 656.277;

Provide that if an insurer fails to respond to a worker’s request for reclassification of a
nondisabling claim within 14 days of the receipt of the request, the worker may request
review by the director as if the insurer issued a Notice of Refusal to Reclassify;

Explain that the insurer must reimburse the employer for any employer-paid temporary
disability benefits;

Streamline process for calculating the rate of temporary total disability (TTD)
compensation by:

o Providing that for all workers with irregular wages, or earnings that are not based on
wages alone, the rate of TTD must be calculated based on the worker’s total earnings
for the period up to 52 weeks before the date of injury, with some restrictions; and

o Providing the insurer may not include any gap in employment of more than 14 days
that was not anticipated in the wage earning agreement, when calculating the average
earnings;

o Removing the provision that the rate of TTD for workers employed through union
hall call boards must be computed based on a forty-hour work week;

Clarify how to calculate temporary partial disability (TPD), the conditions requiring
payment of TPD, and required notice to the worker and the worker’s attorney when the
insurer stops paying TTD and starts paying TPD;

Clarify procedures for an insurer’s election to process and pay or not to process and pay
supplemental disability (SD) compensation, eligibility criteria for SD, procedures for
processing SD requests, and calculation and payment of SD;

Provide that an insurer or assigned processing administrator must determine a worker’s
eligibility for SD within 14 days of receipt of a worker’s verifiable documentation, or the
end of the 60-day period in the insurer’s request for documentation if the worker does not
provide verifiable documentation, and notify the worker of the determination;

Clarify requirements related to independent medical exams, including reimbursement of a
worker’s costs to attend the exam;

Provide that if a worker begins cooperating with an insurer’s investigation after payment
of compensation to the worker has been suspended, the insurer is not required to notify
the director, but must immediately reinstate the worker’s benefits;

Clarify requirements related to vocational evaluations of workers receiving permanent
total disability, including reimbursement of a worker’s costs to attend the evaluation;

Clarify that a condition for eligibility for a worker requested medical exam is that the
denial is based on one or more independent medical exam reports with which the
worker’s attending physician “did not concur;”

Increase the number of days the worker or the worker’s representative has to respond to
the director’s list of appropriate physicians for a worker requested medical exam from 10
to 14 days of the mailing date of the notice providing the list;
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Implement the change from quarterly to annual performance audits by:
o Clarifying provisions for auditing insurers’ claims processing performance;
o Removing provisions for quarterly performance targets and penalties; and

o Deleting the matrix for assessing penalties for number of quarters below standard
performance level per year;

Clarify requirements for timely payment of permanent disability and fatal benefits;

Clarify requirements for payment of compensation when a worker has a claim under the
workers’ compensation law of another state, territory, province or foreign nation for the
same injury or occupational disease as the claim filed in Oregon,;

Provide that an employer may assume that a worker consents to having temporary
disability benefits paid through a direct deposit system if that is the method the employer
usually uses to pay the worker’s wages;

Remove the requirement that a worker must be able to make an initial withdrawal of the
entire amount of an electronic deposit of compensation;

Clarify requirements for requesting, processing, and issuing a penalty payable to a worker
when the insurer unreasonably delays or unreasonably refuses to pay compensation,
attorney fees or costs, or unreasonably delays acceptance or denial of a claim;

Require that insurers involved in claim responsibility disputes must mail claim
documents to the other insurers under the time frames in OAR 436-060-0017; and

Specify that amounts in a third-party recovery that result in overpayment of a worker are
considered invalid payments of supplemental disability.

FINDINGS

Having reviewed and considered the record and being fully informed, I make the following
findings:

a) The applicable rulemaking procedures have been followed.

b) These rules are within the director’s authority.

c) The rules being adopted are a reasonable administrative interpretation of the statutes and are
required to carry out statutory responsibilities.
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT

1) Amendments to OAR chapter 436, division 060 are adopted as administrative order
No. 16-055 on this 28" day of November, 2016, to be effective Jan. 1, 2017.

2) A certified copy of the adopted rules will be filed with the Secretary of State.

3) A copy of the adopted rules with revision marks will be filed with the Legislative Counsel
under ORS 183.715 within ten days after filing with the Secretary of State.

DATED this 28" day of November, 2016.

/s/ Louis Savage
Louis Savage, Administrator
Workers” Compensation Division

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act guidelines, alternative format copies of
the rules will be made available to qualified individuals upon request.

If you have questions about these rules or need them in an alternate format, contact
the Workers” Compensation Division, 503-947-7810.

Distribution: Workers' Compensation Division e-mail distribution lists, including advisory committee members and testifiers
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Secretary of State FILED
Certificate amd Order for Filing 11-28-16 3-14 PM

PERMANENT ADMINISTRATIVE RULES ARCHIVES DIVISION
SECRETARY OF STATE

| certify that the attached copies are true, full and comect copies of the PERMAMNENT Rule(s) adopted on Lipon filing, by the

Department of Consumer and Business Services, Workers' Compensation Division 438
Agency and Division Administrative Rules Chapter Mumber

Fred Bruyns (503) 847-7717
Rudes Coordinator Telephone
PO Box 14480, Salem, OR 87308-0405

Address
To become effective 01/01/2017 Rulemaking Motice was published in the October 2018 Oregon Bulletin.

RULE CAPTION

Amendment of rules geverning claims administration

Mot more than 15 words that reasonably identifies the subject matter of the agency’s intended action.

RULEMAKING ACTION
Secure approval of new rule numbers with the Administrative Rules Unit prior to filing.
ADOPT:

436-060-0011

AMEND:
436-060-0003, 436-060-0005, 436-060-0008, 436-060-0010, 436-080-0015, 436-060-0017, 436-060-0018, 436-060-0019, 436-060-0020, 436

-080-0025, 4368-080-0020, 426-080-0035, 436-D60-0040, 436-080-0045, 436-0680-0055, 435-060-0080, 436-060-0095, 436-060-0105, 438
-080-0135, 436-080-0137, 430-080-0140, 436-060-0147, 436-060-0150, 438-0680-0153, 436-060-0155, 436-060-01080, 436-060-0170, 438
-080-01&0, 426-080-0180, 430-080-0185, 4368-060-0200, 436-060-0400, 436-060-0500, 438-060-0510, 436-060-0009

REFPEAL:
436-060-0001, 438-080-0002, 438-000-0008

RENUMEER:
AMEND AND RENUMBER:

Statutory Authority:
B856.210, 856.264, 656265, 656.726(4)

Crther Authority:

Statutes Implemented:
ORS 858, primarily 858 206, 656210, 656.212, 650 262, 650 264, 658 265, 650.268, 650.307, 650.325, 658.704, 658.740, 650.745

RULE SUMMARY

The agency has amended OAR 436-060, "Claims Administration,” to:

- Improwve the clanty of the rules through improved arganization, plain language, repeal of obsclete or redundant provisions, and defimition of
terms;

- Clarify procedures for requesting administrative review by the director;

- Clarify procedures for obtaining public records;

- State that a worker may choose a medical service provider, attending physician or authorized nurse practitioner under ORS 856.245,
658.260, OAR 436-010 and 438-015, and if an employer restricts that chaoice, the director may impose a civil penalty of up to 32000;

- Require an employer to provide form 801 to a worker upon receiving notice or knowledge of an accident that may invelve a compensable
injury;

- Require that electronic forms, when allowed, must include the same fields and elements as their paper counterparts;

- Specify that Form 1502, "Insurer's Report.” must include the employer's policy number;

- Require the insurer to provide an email address with the information it sends to the worker when it changes claims processing location,
service company, or self-administration;

- Provide that an electronically produced date is acceptable evidence of initial date of receipt
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- Provide that an insurer must respond to a worker's request for reclassification of a nondisabling claim within 14 days of the receipt of the
request;
- Explain that if the worker is represented by an attomey, and the attorney is instrumental in obtaining an order from the director that
reclassifies the claim from nondisabling to disabling, the director may award the atormey a reasonable assessed attomey fee under ORS
658.277;
- Provide that if an insurer fails to respond to a worker's request for reclassification of a nondisabling claim within 14 days of the receipt of the
request, the worker may request review by the directer as if the insurer issued a Motice of Refusal to Reclassify;
- Explain that the insurer must reimburse the employer for any employer-paid temporary disability benefits;
- Streamline process for calculating the rate of temporary total disability (TTD) compensation by:

- - Prowiding that for all workers with irregular wages, or earnings that are not based on wages alone, the rate of TTD must be calculated
based on the worker's total earnings for the pericd up to 52 weeks before the date of injury, with some restrictions; and

- - Prowiding the insurer may not include any gap in employment of more than 14 days that was not anticipated in the wage eaming
agreement, when calculating the average earnings;

- - Remaving the provision that the rate of TTD for workers employed through union hall call boards must be computed based on a forty-hour
work week;
- Clarify how to calculate temporary partial disability (TPD), the conditions requiring payment of TPD, and reguired notice to the worker and the
worker's attomey when the insurer stops paying TTD and staris paying TPD:
- Clarify procedures for an insurer's election to process and pay or not to process and pay supplemental disability (30} compensation,
eligibility criteria for 30, procedures for processing 50 requests, and calculation and payment of SD;
- Provide that an insurer or assigned processing administrator must determine a worker's eligibility for 3D within 14 days of receipt of a
worker's verifiable documentation, or the end of the §0-day period in the insurer's request for documentation if the worker does not provide
verifiable documentation, and notify the worker of the determination;
- Clarify requirements related to independent medical exams, including reimbursement of a worker's costs to attend the exam;
- Provide that if a worker begins cooperating with an insurer's investigation after payment of compensation to the worker has been suspended,
the insurer is not required to notify the director, but must immediately reinstate the worker's benefits;
- Clarify requirements related to vocational evaluations of workers receiving permanent total disability, including reimbursement of a worker's
costs to attend the evaluation;
- Clarify that a condition for eligibility for a worker requested medical exam is that the denial is based on one or more independent medical
exam reports with which the worker's attending physician "did not concur;”
- Increase the number of days the worker or the worker's representative has to respond to the director's list of appropriate physicians for a
worker requested medical exam from 10 to 14 days of the mailing date of the notice providing the list;
- Implement the change from quarterly to annual performance audits by:

- - Clarifying provisions for auditing insurers' claims processing performance;

- - Remaving provisions for quarterly performance targets and penalties; and

- - Deleting the matrix for assessing penalties for number of quarters below standard performance level per year;
- Clarify requirements for timely payment of permanent disability and fatal benefits;
- Clarify requirements for payment of compensation when a worker has a claim under the workers' compensation law of another state,
territory, province or foreign nation for the same injury or cccupational disease as the claim filed in Oregon;
- Provide that an employer may assume that a worker consents to having temporary disability benefits paid through a direct deposit system if
that is the method the employer usually uses to pay the worker's wages:
- Remaove the requirement that a worker must be able to make an initial withdrawal of the entire amount of an electronic deposit of
compensation;
- Clarify requirements for requesting, processing, and issuing a penalty payable to a worker when the insurer unreasonably delays or
unreascnably refuses to pay compensation, attomey fees or costs, or unreasonably delays acceptance or denial of a claim;
- Require that insurers involved in claim responsibility disputes must mail claim documents to the other insurers under the time frames in DAR
438-080-0017; and
- Specify that amounts in a third-party recovery that result in overpayment of a worker are considered invalid payments of supplemental
disability.

Fred Bruyns fred h bruyns@oregon gov

Rules Coordinator Mame Email Address
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